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THE PROLOGUE 
Behold the Lamb 


Ir THE study of the Bible is to bring to one’s heart the 
spiritual uplift and have as its fruit the blessing which 
God intended, it must be in accord with the foremost 
principle of Biblical interpretation; namely, that such 
study be pursued recognizing that the sacred Scriptures 
have one supreme end. That supreme end is-Jesus 


Christ. “Search the scriptures . . . and they are they 


which testify of me.” The Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Alpha and the Omega of the Bible. The moment we 
lose sight of this fact we may find much that is edifying, 
but we have lost. the key. We are not able to see the 
forest for the trees. We may come to some erroneous 
conclusions. We may land where so-called religious 

“crackpots” have landed. We must search the Scrip- 
tures with the purpose of knowing and loving the 
Redeemer of a sin-cursed humanity. This Redeemer the 
Scriptures faithfully proclaim. If we do this, we will 
understand the Bible. If we fail in this, no power in 
either heaven or earth will be able to remove the veil 
from our eyes. The true meaning of the Holy Scrip- 
tures will never be revealed to us. 

But this is not enough. We must add a further 
admonition. Not only is it necessary to bear in mind 
that the Bible has the Lord Jesus Christ as its supreme 
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end; we must also have before us the fact that Christ 
Himself ever had in view an all-comprehensive goal 
of which He never lost sight. He is the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world. He was, as we read 
in the proclamation of Pentecost, “delivered by the 
- determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,”’- 
though wicked hands crucified Him. This was His 
immeasurably transcendent end—He came to die. 
When on the Mount of Transfiguration He spoke with 
Moses and Elias in the presence of Peter, James and 
John, the two most significant figures of the Old Testa- 
‘ment dispensation met the three foremost Apostles of 
the New Testament with the transfigured Messiah as 
the centre, while God’s voice was heard saying, ““This 
is my beloved Son, hear ye him.” And what was the 
theme of this sublime interview? There could be only 
one theme expressing heaven’s deepest interest and at 
the same time earth’s direst need—the Saviour’s decease 
which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. Yes, -it is 
the Cross. The greatest of the Apostles said that he 
would glory in nothing else. From the foundation of 
the world, the Christ of God was on the march toward 
the hill called Calvary. Abraham saw His day. from 
that far off typical mount when he was called upon to 
slay Isaac and spoke as one moved by the Spirit of God, 
saying as he did to Isaac, “God will provide a lamb.” 
We do not get far with Jesus our Lord until we look 
at things with His eyes and adopt His point of view. 
We will be amazed and sore afraid as were the Apostles 
when Jesus on the way to Jerusalem told them that the. 
Son of man must be delivered unto the chief priests 
and unto the scribes who would condemn Him to death 
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and deliver Him to the Gentiles to be mocked and 
scourged, spat upon and.killed (Mark 10: 32-34). But 
out of our fear and amazement will come a fresh revela- 
tion of the Son of God—“A Lamb as it had been slain.” 
‘It is the Calvary viewpoint that enables one to fathom 
the deepest mysteries of the Scriptures and to enter upon 
the life of fullest freedom and victory which they offer 
to the believer. ; 

There are no writings of the Bible which bring all 
this to so clear a focus as those of John the Apostle. It 
has long been a matter of great interest and deep satis- 
faction to Christians that in these writings, especially: 
the fourth gospel, there is such a revelation of the deity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. “All things were made by 
him, and without him was not anything made that was 
made.” Here the great controversy with the Jews over 
His deity is brought before us and events drawn from 
His public ministry are chosen and arranged accord- 
ingly. His deity is the supreme issue. The Saviour’s, 
“Before that Abraham was, I am,” provoked stones 
from the Jews, but how forcibly it defined the issue. 
The raising of one who already stank settled it for 
many on that memorable day at Bethany, and it became 
as clear as objects in the glare of noonday light that 
those who were hardened in their obstinacy were in 
the grip of the monster Envy. : 

But John is not only an historian; he is also a theo- 
logian. The fourth gospel has as its end a most em- 
phatic definition of the person of Jesus: “the Word 
was made flesh . . . and we beheld his glory.” That 
John is defining the person of our blessed Redeemer 
is confirmed in his epistles—“And we know that the 
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‘Son of God is come, and hath given us an understand- 

ing, that we may know him that is true, and we are 
in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. ‘This 
is the true God, and eternal life” (1 John 5: 20). 

My purpose in undertaking the following pages is 
simply to point out the great corollary to this focus upon 
the deity of Christ which we have in John’s gospel; 
namely, that as the Apostle unveils the Word made 
flesh it is with Calvary ever in view. The Cross in the 
fourth gospel is a deep undertone, as when one listens 
to the distant booming of the surf on some ocean beach. 
You may be occupied with many things, but there is 
the ever-present surging of the sea, and its booming is 
ever in your ears. 

We must remember that this disciple whom Jesus 
loved and who had lain on His bosom stood at the 
foot. of the Cross in that awful hour which, as a 

- Christian writer has put it, was the greatest in all the 
moral history of God. He it was who accompanied the 
holy conclave—the mother of Jesus, his mother’s sister, 

Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. It 
was he of whom the Saviour spoke when He looked 
upon Mary and said, “Woman, behold thy son.” ‘It 
was to him that the Lord spoke when He said, “Behold 
thy mother.” It was he who bore witness, the great 
consummation having been accomplished, saying that 
when the soldiers came to Jesus and saw that He was 
dead, they brake not His legs. But one of the soldiers, 
so writes the beloved: disciple, pierced the Redeemer’s 
side with his spear, and forthwith came there out blood 
and water. As John comes in his narrative to this awful 

. fact, he is so moved that he cannot contain himself. He 
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‘eaves off his usual impersonal mode of description and 
throws his whole being-into an intense personal testi- - 


mony saying, “And he that saw it bare record, and 
his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, 
that ye might believe.” He then adds, “‘For these things 
were done, that the scripture should-be fulfilled, A bone 
of him shall not be broken. And again another scrip- 


ture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.” 


John never forgot. He had looked so adoringly, so 
intensely upon Him from whose wounds blood and 
water gushed forth that forever after he was held en- 
thralled in the grip of that amazing vision. It became 
the centre of his theology, for he was a theologian. He 
could not, for a moment, disassociate himself from this 
awful fact, this divine consummation, this shattering 
revelation of the nature of God. It held him to the 
end. Years later when he saw his Saviour in the midst 
of the throne, it was as a Lamb as it had been slain. 
The river of water of life, clear as crystal, that he saw 
proceeding out of the throne of God, was being 
mediated through the wounded side of the Crucified— 
“the throne of God and of the Lamb.” The millions 
of redeemed, a great multitude which no man could 
number of all nations, and kindreds, . and people, and 
passe sing a new song saying: “Thou art worthy 

. . for thou hast redeemed us to God by thy blood. . 

“This stressing of the Cross does not only run through 
John’s writings subsequent to Calvary’s consummation, 
but also through the gospel narrative as it is presented 


prior to Calvary. Our desire is to show how in the. 


gospel the Apostle sees all and presents all as one who 
stands at the foot of the Cross blinded by its radiance 


ti oe 


14 JOHN LOOKS AT THE CROSS 


to all else save the glory of God as reveal in the 
Crucified. 

We are not kept waiting. Such news is so exceed-__ 
ing great and good that it must be proclaimed at once. : 
_John does not wait until he comes to the end. Calvary ~ 
looms up in the first chapter. It gives meaning—the 
true meaning—to the incarnation. The Word made 


flesh, whose glory John the Apostle beheld, is pointed - i. 


out by John the Baptist, who never fully entered in © 
and yet who saw as in a flash from heaven the meaning 
of His coming, “The Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” 

There you have the end of Holy Writ. There you - 
have the supreme objective of the Saviour Himself. 
There you have the fulfilment of all Old Testament . 
types. It goes echoing through the pages of the Bible. 
Isaiah, moved by the Holy Ghost, said centuries before 
the Saviour was born, ““He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.” It rever- 
berates like a mighty oratory through the epistles of 
Paul, “Being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him” (om. 5:9). Peter 
proclaims it with the same joy, “Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree.’ 

We will never get the right perspective of the Scrip- 
tures until as sinners, in brokenhearted repentance, we — 
come individually to “the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the-sin of the world.” A missionary tells of an 
African who dreamed that he saw the Saviour with a 


great burden climbing Mount Calvary. “Oh,” he cried, 4 


“these are the sins of the world, are they not, Lord?” 
“No,” was the Saviour’s reply. “These are your sins.’ 


a 


I. 


A MARRIAGE FEAST—AND THE SHADOW 
OF THE CROSS 


We nave seen that in the first chapter of John’s gospel 
Calvary looms up before us with the introduction of 
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 

world. In the second chapter we have an account of 
the marriage supper in Cana of Galilee. Jesus and His 
disciples, we read, were called to the marriage. Mary 
was also there, and she became aware of the fact that 
the supply of wine had given out. The host was greatly 
embarrassed. A cloud fell upon the festive scene. It 
may be that Mary was-related to the bride and groom 
—she seems to have been close to them. At any rate, 
becoming deeply concerned about their plight and 
seeing the anxiety of the host, she turned to ne Son 
and said, ‘““They have no wine.’ 

This first miracle of our Lord has been the source 
ofa never-ending discussion. The Saviour turning water 
into wine at a marriage feast! He who came to save us © 
from our ‘sins working ‘a miracle that the merriment, 
the high spirits of the nuptials of a Galilean village. 
might not be abated! Efforts have been made by well- 
meaning commentators to tone down the- affair, the 
seemingly unbecoming incident. It must have been 
grape juice! It could not have been wine. But John 
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tells us that the ruler of the feast, when he tasted the 
water that was made wine, called the bridegroom and, 
giving expression to his amazement, said, “Every. man 
at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when 
men have well drunk, then that which is worse; but 
thou hast kept the good wine until now.” It was thus, 
we read, that Jesus manifested His glory with the result _ 
that His disciples believed on Him. 

Now the key to the situation is found in the Saviour’s 
seemingly sharp remonstrance to His mother, “Woman, 
what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.” 
“Mine hour’—here we have what Marcus Dods calls 
the solemn watchword by which Jesus marks the stages _ 
of His approach to His-death. It echoes through John’s 
gospel and finally is turned from the negative to the 
positive, “the hour has come,” when He gives Himself 
over to His enemies and enters upon the Via Dolorosa 
to die upon Calvary’s ignominious tree. 

The Saviour is looking far down the road. As He 
enters upon His public ministry and performs His first 
miracle, converting the grief of a bridegroom into joy 
unspeakable, He is even now cognizant of the final. 
issue of it all. The shadow of the Cross is upon Him. 
The bridegroom becomes to Him a symbol. The bride 
speaks to Him of that holy Bride which He had come 
‘to take unto Himself, the Church. As Eve was taken. 
from Adam’s rib, so His Bride was to be taken from 
His wounded side. Ah yes, the Cross looms up before 
Him and its yet distant consummation, the Marriage: 
Supper of the Lamb. He is deeply moved. Who is not 
moved at a marriage ceremony? Who does not look - 
far beyond the immediate into. the future’s mystic 
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realm? Oh the mystery of marriage, from whence, in 
the words of the poct, “trailing clouds of glory we come 
from God who is our home.” One has to be devoid 
of all poetic imagination if one may stand as a wit- 
ness and hear the nuptial vows without having one’s 
eyes grow strangely dim and one’s imagination leap 
into the realm of creative activity, where the Spirit 
of God broods over children at’ play in some lovely 
garden. 

Ah yes, it is His holy offspring which the Saviour 
suddenly finds peopling His i imagination. The Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb. Was it not for this that He had 
been delivered up by His Father from the foundation 
of the world? Ah, but His hour had not yet come. He ~ 
must wander over many Judean hills with His disciples 
and visit many, many Galilean Canas where not mar- 
riage feasts awaited Him but the lame, the blind, the 
deaf, places filled with the agony of the demon-pos- 
sessed and where Death, the grim monster of hell, was 
king. He must meet the Pharisees and the Sadducees, 
the priests and the elders swollen with religious bigotry, 
and tear off their mask of hypocrisy. He must fulfil 
the prophet’s word ‘“‘to appoint unto them that mourn 
in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes . . . the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” 

No, the Saviour was not deceived. He knew that His 
Word, given to unmask evil and to point the way to 
heaven for erring feet, would prove a hard saying for 
men enamoured of gain, infatuated with the glamour 
of office and power. His way would be an offence to 
souls in the coils of lust and pride and greed. He 
could not lay the axe at the roots of the tree of human 
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pride with its idolatry: of self without cosmic reper- 
cussions which would be fatal to Himself. He had 
come unto His own, but His own would receive 
Him not. No, He would not allow any of this to 
reach His disciples. They must be shielded, for they 
were but babes in the faith. As for Him, the cry, 
“Crucify, ”? -was already in His ears. The encounter - 
which He had with the Evil One, the prince of this 
world, in the desert had resulted in his defeat. But the 
enemy was implacable; his hate knew no bounds; he 
would return with all hell mobilized against Him— 
and there would not be wanting agents to de his 
behests. 

But there was the wine. There are those today who 
are scandalized by the Saviour’s wine. So it was in the 
days of His flesh. He was accused of being a friend 
of. publicans and a wine bibber. He sat at feasts with 
sinners.. Harlots took to- Him. But wisdom is justified 
of her children. The Lord Jesus Christ presents infinite 
contrasts. One minute He flashes like lightning and 
_ thunders with the damnations of hell in the face of 
bigoted Pharisees who make long prayers and devour 
widows’ houses. The next He lays a healing hand 
upon lepers, washes the feet of rough and unstable 
fishermen, and lifts the adulteress from the gutter. 
. Hollow-eyed ascetics may be shocked; but the Saviour, 
shattering all squeamish concepts (He does not -pour 
His wine into old pigskins), goes to a marriage feast, 
enjoys the fellowship of the happy guests, and when 
wine is lacking works a miracle providing an even 
better wine than what they already had. The host’s 


anxiety must be removed; there must be no rift in the 
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merriment; the bride and bridegroom must not be 
allowed to be embarrassed, Loh Sa 

Do you object? Come with me to Calvary. The 
Saviour’s eyes grow dim, for there is a mighty surging 
of emotion in His heart, though beautifully controlled, 
of course.. The coming age, like a scroll, lies open 
before Him. It is all beautiful—the sparkling eyes of 
the bride, the crown of flowers upon her brow, her 
lovely bridal robe without spot. The’ bridegroom’s 
breast heaves with pride and satisfaction. Suddenly 
anxiety and pain cloud. his youthful brow. A look 
from the host has told him the story. The wine has 
given out. What an embarrassment! 

But Jesus, the Lord of Life, is present. No need of 
anxiety. “Fill the waterpots with water. And they 
filled them up to the brim.” “Draw out now and bear 
unto the governor of the feast.. And they bare it.” 
And, oh, what wine it proved to be. There is no 
symbol like wine. Here is wine such as never was’ 
found in the wine cellars of kings. Here is the wine 
of the kingdom of God. How insipid life has become 
for millions. How stale the water. If the children ‘of 
men would but drink of the wine of God! 

It is all a preview of Pentecost. “These men are full 
of new wine,”. was the charge then. Peter said, “No,” 
but it was true. The stale flow of their lives had been 
transformed into the wine of the Kingdom. What | 
power, what joy, what love was in this flame of Pente- 
cost. The great mystics of the Church are spoken of 
as God-intoxicated. Paul the Apostle writes to the 
Ephesians saying, “And be not drunk with wine... 
but be filled with the Spirit.” Such wine has as its.fruit 
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sanity as was revealed in the Son of God, and a holy. 
zeal for the good of others as was manifested in this 
One who went about doing good.. - ee 

But this wine was provided at Golgotha. Taking the 
cup at the Last Supper Jesus said, “‘For this is my blood 
of the New Testament which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.” Later He prayed, “O my Father, 
if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink 
it, thy will be done.” That we might live, He must 
die. He must drink the cup, though He sweat blood. 
Our sins must be put away through the shedding of 
His blood. He who knew no sin was made sin for us 
“that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” ' . 

- His hour came, the sublimest hour in the moral his- 
tory-of God, when on Calvary’s Cross He put an 
end to the old creation (the old man was crucified 
together with Him, Romans 6: 6) and when in the 
power of His Resurrection He brought to light the new 
creation. The insipid, stale water of the life of the 
world is changed into the wine of a glorious life of 
victory in Christ each time that a sin-sick soul fully 
embraces the ‘Cross, dies to sin and becomes alive unto 
God. . 

We cannot fully experience this new life in Christ 
until we accept the decree of heaven which declares 
us dead to the law, dead to sin and dead to the 
world. The United States Government recently issued 
a decree declaring dead all soldiers who had been listed 
simply as “disappeared,” so that thousands of semi- 
widows might remarry, if they wished. In the same 
manner we are commanded to embrace God’s decree, 
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declare it a fact, and reckon ourselves dead to sin 
and alive unto God according to Romans 6: 11. 
When we do this, we enter upon a life which is joyful 
as a wedding feast where water has been changed into 
wine. 


II 
DESTROY THIS TEMPLE 


Cuapter two of John’s gospel takes us straight to the 
Cross. Having just seen how the Cross is intrinsically 
bound up with the Saviour’s miracle at the marriage 
feast of Cana, we come now to a yet more direct un- 
veiling. The Jews’ Passover was at hand, and so Jesus - 
went up to Jerusalem. To find in the temple vendors 
of oxen and sheep and doves and changers of money 
. stirred within Him the flame of a holy indignation. 
Our Lord could not witness such desecration of His 
Father’s house without a burning remonstrance. He 
made for Himself a scourge of. small cords and with a 
high hand and a holy zeal drove out the desecrators. 
The tables of the money changers were overthrown, and 
the money poured forth. The scourge was not lifted 
against those who sold doves; toward them the Saviour 
seems to have taken a milder attitude. However, the 
command was imperative, ‘“Take these things hence; 
make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise.” 
It is not my purpose to discuss whether there was a 
second purification of the temple when the Master 
charged the Jews with having converted His Father’s 
house into a den of thieves. This may have been the 
same event referred to in Matthew 21 and placed there 
_at the close of the Saviour’s public ministry, a suggestion 
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entailing no incongruity since John is not interested in 
a strictly chronological order. Our present objective 
is to focus our eyes on the Cross as it looms before us 
in the cleansing of the temple. : 

This cleansing was a blow the Jews never forgot nor 
forgave. It served to accelerate the entire movement of 
events in their. savage rejection of Jesus which cul- 
minated in His crucifixion. The Saviour was fully 
aware of this fact and to the defiant demand of the 
outraged money changers, “What sign shewest thou un- 
to us, seeing that thou doest these things?” He replied, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.” 

“Forty and six years was this temple in building, and 
wilt thou rear it up in three days?” questioned the 
Jews. How moving, how tender John’s commentary: 
“But he ‘spake of the temple of his body.” Still, as 
John continues to point out, it was not until Jesus had 
risen from the dead that His disciples themselves under- 
stood; only then did they remember His prophecy and 
believe the Scripture and the word which Jesus had 
spoken. 

Oh, the majesty and the pathos of that scene. “Des- 
troy this temple.” To this note the tones of John’s 
gospel are pitched. The prologue gave us the central 
theme—the Saviour’s deity attested by the fact that all 
things were made by Him. But this is the outcome, 
the final issue of His deity as it is presented to the 
Jewish mind—“He came unto his own, but his own 
received him not.” They would not have a Saviour 
who, born. in a manger, consorted with the poor, the ~ 
pariahs of society, lepers and lunatics, the lame and the 
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halt, even though He healed them all. They sighed for 
the throne of David and the glory of Solomon. Away 
with this One who was forever cutting across the grain 
of Jewish bigotry and prejudices and greed and pride. 
The Saviour might cry out in agony when the Greeks 
came petitioning, “We would see Jesus,” for He knew 
that He must be lifted up ere any people could see Him 
in His true capacity as Redeemer of mankind. ‘*Father,”’ 
He might exclaim, “‘save me from this hour.” How- - 
ever, there could be but one answer, and the Saviour 
Himself gives it. “No,” He says in effect, “I cannot 
be saved; it is for this hour I have come.” Accordingly, 
He sets His face like flint toward the goal which He 
had contemplated from heaven’s rampart, the Cross 
prepared for Him from the foundation of the world. 

But the fact that His death was foreseen in eternity 
does not in any wise mitigate Jewish guilt. It was 
deeper than the deepest hell. In His incarnation the 
Saviour sought every legitimate means, both human 
and divine, to win His people. The great sign for 
which they had so insistently clamoured was finally 
given in the raising of Lazarus, who already stank, but 
it did not remove the doubts of the ruling class. It could 
not remove them, for they were not honest doubts. The 
Jews could not believe for they sought not truth but 
glory one of another. Self was their goal. So the great 
sign only hastened the Saviour’s death. 

Ah, but here is the great sign for all the ages, the 
sign of Jonah the prophet. For as Jonah was three days 
in the whale’s belly, so, the Saviour prophesied, He 
would lie three days in the bowels of the earth. “Des- 
troy this temple.”” The Jews did not wait long. Their 
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unbelief became hostility; their hostility became hate, 
and their hate an infernal fury fanned to white heat 
by the prince of this world. His authority over the 
children of men the Saviour had come to challenge 
and eventually to shatter by the instrument of shame, 
torture and death which the powers of darkness foisted 
upon Him. The Master was fully aware of what lay 
before Him. The temple of His body would be des- 
troyed, but in three days He would raise it up. His death 
and Resurrection would be the instruments with which 
He would shake the universe. The Cross would be 
His weapon for the overthrow of the hierarchy of hell. 
The Jews would destroy the temple of His body, but 
in so doing they would destroy sin itself. He was the 
Son of man, representative man, the second Adam, the 
federal head of the race, by virtue of which fact He 
could not die without all dying judicially. As repre- 
sentative man the Son of God, identified with the 
children of men, bone of their bone and flesh of their ~ 
flesh, could not be crucified without their being identi- 
fied with Him in crucifixion. As stated in Romans 5, 
in His precious blood the children of men by faith 
would find their justification—“‘This is my blood. . . 
shed .. . for the remission of sins.”’ But it is also true 
that because of the Redeemer’s death men can exper- 
ience the end of the reign of evil within themselves by 
obeying the commandment of Romans 6, namely to 
reckon themselves dead indeed to sin and alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ the Lord. “Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
not serve sin” (Rom. 6: 6). 
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True, Romans 5 and 6 is Paul’s.version. But we must 
remember that Paul created nothing. He was simply - 
God’s chosen vessel taken into an Arabian wilderness 
after the blinding vision of the resurrected Lord, where 
he received his Gospel alone for three years with Jesus, 
his newly found Saviour (Gal. 1: 12). It is unthinkable 
that our Lord should not have known all that was: 
implied by His word, “Destroy this temple and in three 
days I will raise it up.’ 

To this end God had been working from the dawn: 
of the Old Testament dispensation. The wonderful 
Jewish temple was but a shadow—“Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?” To this end God is still working. 
The Holy Spirit, whose mission it is to glorify Christ, 
to take the. things which He wrought and to apply 
them to men’s hearts, makes.real to the believer his 
union with Christ in His death and Resurrection. By 
His death the Son of man judicially destroyed the old 
creation, “One died for all, therefore all have died,” 
as it is in the Revised Standard Version which is the 
correct rendering of the Greek. What happened to the 
Son of man happened to all. We are commanded, I 
repeat, to reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin but 
alive unto God in Christ Jesus (Rom. 6: 11). That 
is our part. The reckoning is man’s responsibility. 
The believer must by faith stand on the fact. As he 
does so the Holy Spirit, whose function it is to make 
the things of Christ real (“He shall take of mine and 
declare it unto you,” John 16: 14), will apply the 
power of God, which Paul tells us is the Word of the 


Cross. 
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“Destroy this temple, and. in three days I will raise 
it up.” John tells us that Jesus spoke of the temple of 
His body. The Jews did not forget this amazing declar- 
ation, for in the hour of trial when Jesus was brought 
before the high priest He was accused of having said. 
that He would destroy the temple of God and build it 
in three days. The Saviour’s words were twisted to suit 
the purposes of the Jews who sought to put Him in the 
position of a criminal that He might be condemned. 
I say the Saviour’s words were twisted, for He did not 
say, “I will destroy the temple of God and build it in 
three days.” And yet, speaking of the true temple of 
God, that is exactly what our Lord did. 

The temple of man’s body was no longer a fit habita- 
tion for a holy God. It had become corrupt. Pride had 
made it the filthy haunt of demons. Lust had turned 
it into a cave of serpents. Self-adulation had made it a 
brothel where fornication ruled. The corrupt temple 
must be destroyed. The old nature, also, must be 
overthrown. No amount of reformation or patch- 
ing up of the old would usher in the new day that. 
was desperately needed. Destruction and renovation 
like that typified by the flood of Noah’s day were 
required. 

Such a flood was the Cross. The Lord Jesus Christ 
as the second Adam destroyed the corrupt temple. In 
His death all men judicially died. In the Resurrection 
of the God-man who sums up the destiny of the race, 
whose standing is the judicial standing of all, whose 
glory passes upon all, the new creation comes to light. 
“T am the resurrection and the life . . . whosoever liveth 
_ and believeth in me shall never die.” . 
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Clee three PA the fourth pop 3 is charged with the 
tense, breath-taking: air of the Passion. The awful, im- 
sicasurable significance of the riven side of the Son of 
God 'undergirds it like the deep undertone which gives _ 
to a musical masterpiece its basic harmony. It-is in the ; 
light of Golgotha that St. John stands. . 

- Nicodemus comes by night and would: fain indulge 


> in the courtesies common to men of culture and station, . - 


for being a Pharisee he is quite aware that the One he 


interviews is a “teacher come from God”. He is not. 


without high regard for Jesus, though utterly blind-as. 
to His holy mission as the promised Messiah and the . 
world’s Saviour. Our Lord, however, brushes ‘aside 
ceremony and takes His. ‘guest at once to the. fact of. 
the world’s great need for a spiritual regeneration, with- 


out. which there ‘is no hope. The. -Saviour’s “Verily, — 


verily, I say unto you, except'a man be born again he 
cannot see the. kingdom of God,” leaves ‘no room 


_» for a-mere intellectual pastime. The Pharisée who, no 


doubt, expected. a pleasant evening of theological i inter- 
‘course in which his own: opinions might be aired before 


a teacher of the highest order, is shocked to find himself 7 
plunged into the deep: waters of. the spiritual realm, 


ape of every vestige of po merit and made t to” 
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realize the hopelessness | of his state before God except 
he be born again of the Spirit. Instead of pleasant 
theological niceties, Nicodemus is given an irrevocable 
verdict which he must accept as a divine ultimatum. 
He is forced at once to confess his ignorance. “How 
can a man be born when he is old?” is his amazed 
rejoinder, “‘can he enter the second time into his 
mother’s womb, and be born?” 

We are not surprised at Nicodemus’ confusion. His . 
theological acumen based on the law and Jewish cere- 
monies, with their elaborate external ablutions, was of no 
avail here. Did this “teacher come from God” mean to 
infer that all such external rites were of no avail, power- 
less to renovate man’s sinful nature? Could it be that no 
religious practice under the sun could achieve that end? 
Was man’s condition so dire that no hope remained 
save in his beginning all over as if he were a new-born 
babe? What could this teacher mean? Why should He 
be so radical, as though nothing man might ever do 
could bring him favour with God or prepare him to 
inherit the kingdom of God? Nicodemus, amazed 
beyond words, floundered about like a fish out of 
water. . 

The question of the rebirth stands like a central sun 
in the galaxy of the Church’s doctrines. Without this, 
the Saviour declares, there is no getting started. There 
just is no entering the kingdom unless rebirth come 
first. It was Whitfield who brought this truth to its 
sharpest focus. To his listeners it seemed that he 
preached about nothing else. At last a friend remon- 
strated saying, “But why do you ever preach the same 
thing—Ye must be born again’?” Whitfield’s reply 
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was, “Because ye must be born again.” There could 
be no better answer. If the Saviour’s words were not 
so final, if there were some loopholes, some ray of hope 
apart from rebirth, Whitheld might have had a reason 
to change his theme. A missionary was once told, with 
no little disgust, that her violin had only one string— 
Christ. “True,” was the reply, “but have you observed 
the heavenly music, the incomparable beauty of the 
harmony which comes from that string?” 

Let us give undivided attention to this New Testa- 
ment chord. What do we hear? It is Christ the Lord 
who declares, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” Though heaven and earth 
will pass away, His Word shall never pass away; it is 
final for all the ages. Never word more solemn, never 
word more final than this declaration of Christ’s. The 
rebirth is absolutely indispensable; without it no one 
may enter the kingdom of God. 

The closing words of John, chapter two, link that 
passage to chapter three and form a perfect introduc- 
tion to the Saviour’s interview with Nicodemus, “Jesus 
did not commit himself unto them [the Jews] because 
he knew all men, And needed not that any should 
testify of man: for he knew what was in man.” In 
other words, He harboured no illusions about the pos- 
sible improvement of mankind. He would not dress 
up a corpse. “The hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and 
they that hear shall live.” The natural man must first 
be raised from the dead. Notice, too, that Jesus does 
not accept the Pharisee’s nicety about His being a 


32 JOHN LOOKS AT THE CROSS. 


“teacher come from God. In fact, He rejects it forth. 
right since He is not primarily a teacher. He is a~ 
Redeemer, and as such there is already a crown of 
thorns upon His brow. He is “the Lamb slain from. . 
the foundation of the world.” His verdict is that the 
foundation of man’s being, pride, must be removed that 
another foundation, one forged by the Spirit with the 
Cross as its implement, might be laid. ~ 

The “how” of the rebirth which troubled Nicodemus 
is still a mystery; nevertheless, its mystery does not im- 
pair its reality. When asked if he believed in the 
second birth of the Christian faith, Goethe replied, 
“How can I doubt it when I do not understand the 
mystery of the first.”” Jesus does not attempt to mitigate 
this problem; He rather plays upon it in such a way 
as to increase its mysterious nature. “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof . . . so is everyone that is born of the Spirit.” 
This figure, however, seems only to have heightened 
Nicodemus’ confusion, for he cries, ‘“‘How can these 
things be?” 

Now Jesus takes Nicodemus straight to the Cross. 
True, the days of His earthly ministry, so full of heal- 
ing and teaching, must first be finished; but men could 
not be redeemed thus. Redemption, according to all the 
ancient prophecies and types, could only come through 


«sacrifice. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 


wilderness, even. so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.” Then follows what Luther 
called the Bible in miniature, the immortal “For God 

so loved the world. . .” of John 3: 16. = 
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To be born again, dear reader, you are not asked - 


to concern yourself with the Holy Spirit’s operation, 
though, to be sure, the new birth is the fruit of the 
Spirit’s working. It is not a question of how you feel. 
You are not expected to indulge in any psychological 
gymnastics. You do not attain bit by bit. It is not a 
long process. Music cannot bring it about. Poetry is of 
no avail. A million resolutions are only a million sighs. 
Science can only paint and dress up Lazarus. Religion 
cannot raise him. What will raise him from the dead? 
He must be born again. 

Jesus points to the Cross as the basis of the rebirth. 
The Son of man must be lifted up even as Moses lifted 
up the serpent. Apart from Calvary there will be merely 
a counterfeit awakening. You do not look at yourself 
to see if you have repented sufficiently. You look at 


Jesus. Even that is not enough. You must look at the. 


Crucified. Paul, who determined not to know anything 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified, was right. The 
rebirth, effected by the Spirit (“except a man be born 
of the Spirit . . .””), has as its tap root, its divine source, 
Calvary. There is no spring from which it may issue 
save the wounds of the Son of God. It was when Jesus 
cried, “It is finished,” and gave up His Spirit that the 
Holy Spirit found, as it were, the implement for man’s 
rebirth. It was then that graves were opened. Not only 
forgiveness, justification, sanctification (Heb. 10: 10), 
and redemption have the Cross as their basis. It was 
there that the cosmic consummation of the race’s re- 
birth was wrought. 

“As Moses lifted up the serpent . . .” There is 
something immeasurably moving about that. What! 

é 
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a serpent?. Yes, a serpent. When our Lord hung on 
Calvary’s Cross, all of earth’s shame and man’s sin 
was blotted out. At the heart of both, “that old serpent, 
the devil,” lurked with hellish cunning. “Through 
death he destroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil” (Heb. 2 : 14). 


IV 


A WELL OF WATER SPRINGING UP . 


As we come to the account of the Samaritan woman | 


at. Jacob’s well, one might think that here,. at least, 
there will be no shadow of the Cross. What relation 
could there be between the well springing up unto ever- 
lasting life and Golgotha’s pain and shame and death? 
Can there possibly be a connection between the tender 
scenes recorded at Jacob’s well and the Saviour’s riven 
sidé? Here the emphasis is on life; there it was stark 
death. A superficial glance might lead one to think that 
there could be no relation. 
Nonetheless, here exactly is the place where life and 
death are.correlated. An understanding of their rela- 
" tionship is basic to comprehending the great paradox 
_ of the Christian faith. Without it, one might as 
well attempt to understand geometry without knowing 
formula number one—that the two angles of a triangle 
are equal to its right angle. The Saviour simply does 
not offer life apart from death. He would be a fraud 
if He did. 
The Samaritan woman was made to realize that the 
water she had come to draw could never slack her 
thirst. The steps by which Jesus led her-from a grovel- 
ling existence to a knowledge of Himself as Messiah and 
Saviour were all so natural, so spontaneously ordered 
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by the circumstances of the occasion, that the woman 
never dreamed that a heaven-born plan was being 
executed. Yet it was all the fruit of God’s plan—Jesus 
“must needs go through Samaria” (John 4: 4). Clearly 
the woman would gladly have kept the interview on a 
purely intellectual basis, with religion as the theme. 
-with her, a Samaritan, though He Himself was a Jew, 
This stranger who was so winsome, who dealt so kindly 
seemed to be a prophet. But Jesus, the Saviour, did not 
discuss. religion; He must needs probe into the secret 
pus sacks of moral putrefaction and drain the poison 
out. The account is climaxed gloriously when in re- 
sponse to the woman’s demur and her saying in effect, 
“T think these questions had better wait” (“I know that 
-Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is 
come he will tell us all things”) Jesus declared, “I that - 
speak unto thee am he.” Small wonder that the water 
pot was forgotten while the woman, overwhelmed with 
joy and amazement, hurried into the city to proclaim 
the Saviour’s name. Soon after, the Samaritans, having 
come to hear His word, cry out, “Now we believe, not 
because of thy saying: for.we have heard him ourselves, ’ 
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of 
the world.” 

When Jesus asked for a dune of water, He quickly 
qualified His request, saying, “If thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me.a 
drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water; whosoever drinketh of 
this water shall thirst again.” “Whosoever drinketh of 
this water shall thirst again”—this statement of the 

~ Saviour’s has a universal application. All life is a 
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quest for enduring satisfactions, but there is no well . 
of pleasure which ‘can quench man’s thirst. Solomon 
seemed to have tried all earthly springs, only to cry in _ 
the pain of tragic frustration, ‘Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity.” ‘The deepest, the best in art and wealth, power — 
and pleasure could not fill the aching void of Solomon’s » 
heart. How well the Saviour knew that beneath all 
man’s seeming gaicty lie frustrated longings, longings 
forever crying as a babe that weeps for its mother’s 
breast, longings which none save God can satisfy. 
“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life.” Who would not cry as did the 
woman, “Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, 
neither come hither to draw”? Our trouble, however, 
is that we fail to understand, even as the woman failed 
to understand that, as in all things, laws govern this 
“well of water springing up into everlasting life.” The 
first of these laws is the Cross. Let us observe its opera- 
tion. As we said in the prologue, John never forgot the 
blood and water which gushed from the side of his 
crucified Lord. Years later as the beloved disciple beheld ~ 
the resurrected, ascended, glorified Lord, he tells us that 
a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeds 
out of the. throne of God and of the Lamb. It is for 
the healing of the nations. It inundates the Church— 
and from hearts which truly believe on the Son of God 
rivers of living water are wont to flow: 
In chapter seven of John’s gospel the Saviour speaks 
again of the well of water that springs up into ever- 
lasting life, saying, “If any man thirst, let him come 
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unto me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the 
scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water.” Then John adds in parenthesis this 
commentary, “But this spake he of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy 
Ghost was not yet given because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified.” Jesus the Lord must first be lifted up. All 
roads in Holy Writ lead to the Cross. Though the 
disciples might not understand and though Peter might 
argue, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be 
unto thee,” yet the Master realized that He must go 
up to Jerusalem and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, be killed, and be raised 
again the third day. Everything hinged on this. The 
river of water of life, clear as crystal, could only 
be released through death. The Cross would be the 
channel. Though the woman at the well could not 
then understand the full significance of Christ’s offer, 
we who have seen Good Friday, Resurrection morn, 
Ascension and Pentecost, must realize with John the 
central importance of the Cross, whether it be at a 
wedding feast where water is turned into wine, or at 
Jacob’s well where water of everlasting life is promised. 

We are not straining the truth to develop a thesis. 
Sacred Scripture is a vast system with Christ as the 
centre. He is as truly the Alpha and the Omega of the 
Bible as He is the Alpha and Omega of creation. 
Knowing this, we must also recognize that prophecies 
and their fulfilment in the Redeemer converge upon 
His Cross. 

We cannot expect the well of water of eternal life 
to spring up in our hearts without a practical applica- 
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tion of truth to our lives. Christ our Lord cannot be 
our life until He has been our death. There is that 
within us which must be cancelled if He is to reign. 
The old nature with its inherent pride cannot receive 
the inheritance which is ours in Christ. The apostle 
Paul, God’s chosen instrument for the interpretation 
of the Redeemer’s Cross, tells us over and over that 
when Christ was crucified our “old man” was crucified 
together with Him. When He died to sin we all died 
with Him. When He was buried, we, too, were planted 
together with Him in the likeness of His death. When 
He was raised up, we were also raised up and were 
made to sit together with Him in heavenly places. Sum- 
ming it all up in Colossians 3: 3 Paul declares, “Ye 
are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God.” 

Now to say that this has nothing to do with the 
woman at the well and the promise made to her, is to 
say that when an architect builds a house he throws 
one rock upon another without any plans or design. 
The disciples did not understand, much less the woman 
at the well, yea it would seem we fail to understand 
even now; but the Saviour was ever gazing down the 
highway of His earthly ministry towards the Cross. 
Man could be redeemed in no other way. There not 
only would his guilt be done away, but his self, the old 
man, would be put to nought; for human nature would 
be taken to the Cross by the Son of man, whose death 
and Resurrection would be not only the. termination 
of the “old” but a bringing to light of the “new,” a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life. 


Vv 
THEY THAT HEAR SHALL LIVE 


Reap where we may in John’s gospel, we will always 
be conscious of the fact that all the works recorded are 
wrought in anticipation of a fulfilment yet to come. Be- 
fore us now we have the man who lay ill beside the 
pool of Bethesda waiting for the troubling of the 
waters, a pitiful case whose misery dated back thirty- 
eight years, and to whom Jesus said, “Wilt thou be 
made whole?” 

The Saviour knew full iell that even though He heal 
this poor wretch physically (and He did heal him), the 
miracle would be but a shadow of: the healing to be 
wrought through His death and Resurrection. The 
outer shell might be restored with comparative ease, 
but the man himself, the inner nature, could only be 
restored to the likeness of God’s image by the complete 
‘overthrow of the Satanic dominion rooted in man’s 
pride and self-will. Such spiritual restoration.could only 
be achieved by that which was, after all, the real 
purpose of the Redeemer’s coming—déath and Resur- 
rection. 

The restoration of the man who lay beside the pool 
of Bethesda set off an explosion of heated Jewish con- 
troversy. Who was this man who defied tradition and 
sacred law, daring to heal on the sabbath day? Such 
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flagrant violation of holy Jewish custom must not go 
unpunished. We read that “therefore did the Jews 
persecute Jesus and sought to slay him.” Jesus answered, 
“My Father worketh hitherto, and I work,’’ but this 
only provoked more intense hatred, and we read that 
“Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him,” not 
only because He had broken the sabbath but also be- 
cause He said that God was His Father, making Him- 
self equal with God. e 

From the human angle, these statements of Jesus 
began to stir up the Jewish hatred which eventually 
culminated in the heinous crime of the Crucifixion. 
Our Lord might have sought to tone down His amaz- 
ing affirmations regarding His person and’ thus have 
placated Jewish wrath, but He did no such thing. 
Listen to Him’ as He continues to speak with all His 
overwhelming, yea staggering implications of deity, 
“He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the 
Father . . . For as the Father raiseth up the dead and 
quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom 
he will... As the Father hath life in himself; so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself; And hath 
given him authority to execute judgment also, because 
he is the Son of man . . . Search the scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye. have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that 
ye might have life.” . 

The controversy waxes hotter and hotter. The Saviour 
speaks of Himself as the supreme judge of mankind, 
before whom all matters will finally be brought for 
-trial. “The hour is coming,” He tells the Jews, “in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And 
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shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation.” The resistance and un- 
belief of the Jews, He points out, does not spring from 
any lack of evidence as to the divine nature of His 
person, but rather from the fact that they received 
honour one of another. They are blinded by pride. 
They cannot see His glory, for they seek only their own. 

Jesus was fully aware where His statements would 
finally lead Him. The Jews were bent on His death. 
But He, rather than employ any measures that would 
deter them, rather than soften His claims so as to take 
the edge off their malice, struck all the harder. Why 
should He appease their wrath when, as the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world, He was even before 
His incarnation on His way to the Cross? How dare 
He soften His claims when the truth was at stake? 
Was He not the truth? 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God; and they that hear shall live.” To what 
hour does He refer? At the wedding feast He said that 
His hour had not yet come. Now He seems to feel it 
near. The resolution of the Jews to slay Him because 
He had healed an impotent man on the sabbath day, 
had brought before Him the Cross that stood at the end 
of the road. “The hour is coming’”’—nay, the Saviour 
says, it already is. He lives in its glow. Its infinitely 
wondrous meaning, its immeasurable glory as regards 
its fruit, the redemption of mankind, is ever flashing 
before Him, even as the sun’s beams flash above the 
horizon long before the sun actually appears. 
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We can only interpret the meaning of the Saviour’s 
word, “The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God: and they that hear shall live,” in the light of 
the Word taken as a whole. Holy Scripture is one great 
unity, with Christ’s appearing and man’s redemption 
as its supreme objective. Man’s redemption, as we see 
in Paul’s epistles, is found in the Redeemer’s Cross. “In 
whom we have redemption through his blood” (Eph. 
1: 7). Furthermore, Scripture tells us that the sinner is 
dead in sins, but if he will believe in the Son of God, 
he shall be quickened together with Him and be raised 
up together with Him. 

“The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God 
and they that hear shall live.” Sin is not merely error, 
or wrong-doing, or a filthy, vicious thing. No, it is 
infinitely more, for it holds the sinner in spiritual death. 
He is dead in his sins, a Lazarus who stinketh. Because 
his guilt has estranged him from God, who is the foun- 
tain of life, because he has turned in on himself and 
made self his end, yea, his all in all, he must be 
delivered from himself and be raised from the dead, else 
there is no hope. Satan’s power over him must be 
broken. By His death for us Jesus has effected all that, 
It is summed up in the Baptist’s great proclamation, 
“Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world.” When we know nothing save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified, we shall not only find forgiveness 
but be raised up, for He is the resurrected Lord who 
calls us from the tomb of our self-life. 


VI 
BREAD FROM HEAVEN 


THE MIRACLE of the multiplied loaves has a wider scope 
and a deeper meaning than would appear at first glance. 
Here again we shall find Calvary’s shadow falling 
across the Master’s path. We hear an echo of the voice 
that spoke in the Upper Room on the night of the 
betrayal, saying, “For this is my blood of the new testa- 
ment, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 
The Saviour seems to have the cup of the Last Supper 
in His hand; He seems already to be giving the bread, 
symbol of His broken body, to His disciples and saying, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” It would seem that even 
now He is giving His body to be rent; His precious 
blood seems already to be flowing from His wounded 
side. Hear Him as He speaks to the Jews, saying, 
“Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day.” 

The development of John, chapter six, is the same as 
that of the preceding chapter. There it was the healing 
of the impotent man which precipitated the controversy. 
Here it is the multiplication of the loaves. As, in chapter 
five, the miracle carried with it a deeper implication, 
here also an underlying truth stands out in bold outline. 
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True, there were those who were impressed because of 
the multiplying of the loaves and who cried, “This is 
of a truth that prophet that should come into the 
world.” They would fain take Him by force and make 
Him their king. But Jesus was not deceived. As John 
put it in chapter two, “But Jesus did not commit him- 
self unto them, because he knew all men, And needed 
not that any should testify of man: for he knew what 
was in man.”” They sought Him because of the loaves 
and fishes. A king with power to work such miracles 
could well liberate them from the galling Roman yoke 
and supply their every need. They would never again 
be poor or oppressed. The glory that was Solomon’s 
would be theirs once more. “Ye seek me,” said the 
Lord on the day following, after having gone to a 
mountain alone, fleeing from the thought of such a 
kingship, “because ye did eat of the loaves and were 
filled.” 

No, they must not deceive themselves. They did 
not really want such a King as He; for His kingship 
must be universal, and they were demanding Jewish 
supremacy. He had come down from heaven as the 
Bread of God to give life unto the world. Though they 
cried, “Lord, ever more give us this bread,” He must 
show them that they really did not want the spiritual 
manna He offered. Therefore, He went on to accen- 
tuate the deeper meaning of the miracle, “I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. But I 
said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe 
not. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; 
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 


46 JOHN LOOKS AT THE CROSS 


For I came from heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
‘the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father’s 
will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day. And this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and 
believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will 
raise him up at the last day” (John 6: 35-40). The Jews 
then murmured at Him because He said, “I am the 
bread which came down from heaven.” 

There you have it. They did not really want Him 
as their King. To have Him as their King they must 
have Him as their Saviour. “I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this 
bread he shall live forever: and the bread that I will 
give him ts my flesh, which I will give for the life of 
the world.” Ah yes, His body must be broken and His 
blood shed. He never lost sight of the fact. It was this 
which underlay and explained everything. It was this 
which alone could fulfil Jesus’ highest hopes and His 
deepest purposes as the Redeemer of the world. 

“The Jews therefore strove among themselves, say- 
ing, How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” This 
question occasioned a yet sharper focusing on that — 
central fact of history without which there is no hope 
for a sin-cursed race. The Saviour’s reply can only be 
understood as we stand at the foot of the Cross. His 
words have no meaning save as they are interpreted in 
the light of Calvary’s consummation. “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath 
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eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For 
my flesh is meat indeed and my blood is drink indeed.” 

The result was what the Lord had anticipated. Jewish 
reaction was sharp and severe—““This is an hard saying; 
who can hear it?” The Master immediately carried the 
matter one step farther. “What and if ye shall see the Son 
of man ascend up where he was before? It is the 
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are 
life.” This encounter marked a crisis in the Saviour’s 
public ministry. “From that time,” says John, “many 
of his disciples went back and walked no more with 
him.” But Jesus was not daunted. His message could 
not be toned down. The two-edged sword of the Word 
must remain, its keen edge the piercing truth of God. 
“Will ye also go away?” is the sharp demand made 
upon the twelve. “You must decide,” says the Master 
in effect. “If you would turn away with the multitude, 
this is the time.” 

Peter’s reply has come reverberating down the cen- 
turies that Christians of all ages might make his words 
their very own—‘‘Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Splendid! But the Saviour is ever at Golgotha’s 
portals; He does not seem to be able to take his eyes 
off the Cross which awaits Him. Peter’s profession be- 
comes the occasion of a yet sharper focus on Calvary— 
“Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a 
devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for 
he it was that should betray him, being one of the 
twelve.” 


48 JOHN LOOKS AT THE CROSS 


~ However, the disciples did not understand. How 
could they? And yet our Lord must needs speak as 
He did, for He was speaking to all the ages. The 
heavens and the earth might pass away, but His Word 
‘never. And His Word essentially is, and will forever 
be, the Word of the Cross, “the wisdom of God and 
the power of God.” Though Calvary may still appear 
as foolishness tothe wise after the flesh, the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men. 


VI 
RIVERS OF LIVING. WATER 


As onE moves forward in the gospel according to St. 
John, there is an increasing sense of impending doom. 
We read in chapter seven, verse thirty, that the Jews 
sought to take Jesus but that no man laid hands on, 
Him because His hour was not yet come. In a sense 
we have here the key to the book—His hour. “My — 
hour is not yet come,” He said at the wedding feast. 
When his brethren urged Him to go up to Jerusalem 
to the feast of Tabernacles, His reply was, “My time 
[“appointed time’ in the Greek] is not yet come.” Yet 
that hour in the Saviour’s thought and feeling was near. 
He was even now breathing its atmosphere. He was 
moving with firm step and ever deeper resolve to the 
consummation of this His sublimest purpose, the salva- 
tion of the many millions who would one day sing, 
“Thou art worthy .. . for thou . . . hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood.” “Yet a little while am I with 
you, and then I go unto him that sent me” (John 7: 33).. 
“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, 
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water.” At this point John cannot resist 
the impulse of the interpreter and theologian: He leaps 
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forward to comment on and to interpret not only the 
beginning but all that intervenes in the light of the 
end—the Cross and the empty tomb. This comment 
of John’s is in parenthesis, “But this spake he of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: 
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;’ because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified.” 

It was John who stood at the foot of the Cross. aad 
John who recorded that when the Roman soldier 
pierced the Redeemer’s side, forthwith came there out 
bleod and water. And he added a bold personal testi- 
mony, saying, “And he that saw it bare record, and his 
record is true.” It is John, also, who in the closing. . 
chapter of Revelation tells us that a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeds out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. The river of water of life, he 
tells us, is the Spirit which they that believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ should receive. But that the Spirit 
might be given, John says in effect, Jesus had to be 
glorified. “Father, the hour is come,” said Jesus in the 
Upper Room with the shadow of the Cross heavy upon 
Him, “‘glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee.” Glory? Where is the glory of the Cross? Ah, 
we must have eyes anointed with God’s holy oil to see 
it. Only then will we see that it was indeed God’s 
masterpiece where His holy attributes of wisdom, love, 
justice and power reached their sublimest expression. 

And at Calvary, too, we must be, if the Saviour’s 
promise of rivers.of living water flowing from our 
innermost being is to have an actual fulfilment in ex- 
perience. The Scriptures are indeed a sublime unity. 
ven cannot understand the parts without an under- 
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standing of the whole. Let the fact that they bear wit- 
ness‘of Jesus and that in the Cross. we have summed up 
the truest, deepest. purpose of Holy Writ, fade just a 
bit from our thinking, and the result is like the con- 
fusion resulting when a cardboard with concentric 
circles is whirled on a nail that is slightly off centre. 
When it revolves on its true centre, every circle stands 
out in clear, bold relief, and there is harmony. 

The deepest meaning of the Saviour’s words about 
rivers of living water flowing from the believer’s inner- 
most being is unveiled in the epistles of Paul, God’s 
chosen vessel. (‘He is a chosen vessel unto me,” said 
the Lord.) Paul tells us in his Galatian epistle that in 
' order to walk in the Spirit, the flesh must be crucified. 
“They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us 
also walk in.the Spirit... . Walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other... . 
The works of the flesh are manifest which are 
these. . . .” (and what a horrible brood they are!) 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance: against such there is no law.” 

Now when we link these things together (and in the 
mind of God they are indeed one), we see why not 
all Christians are channels for the overflow of the 
rivers of living water. The Saviour spoke as if it were 
just a matter of thirsting. “If any man thirst...” He 
says that we need only believe on Him—“He that 
believeth on me, out of his innermost being shall flow 
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rivers of living water.” A little later, He becomes more 
specific, stating conditions the believer must fulfil be- 
fore he can be a fit channel. He teaches that the corn : 
of wheat which does not fall into the ground to die 
abideth alone. It can bear fruit only as it is willing to 
die. Where the Master is found, there the servant must 
be willing to go. It is summed up in the great paradox 
_ of the Gospel—“He that loveth his life shall lose it; and 

he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal” John 12: 25). 

We ask now, why is it that we do not see more of 
this living water which the Saviour promised would 
flow from the hearts of those who believe on Him? 
Where are those rivers? Why do they not flow as a 
mighty confluence of streams from the Throne and 
from the Lamb out upon the world’s parched souls 
and the desert lands of her misery and death? The 
answer is that we cannot have the power of the Saviour’s 
Resurrection and its consequent Pentecost without first 
participating in His Cross. The Holy Spirit works 
through the Cross. Today the rivers of living water 
are dammed up behind the walls of pride (pride of - 
church, pride of station, pride of race, pride of office, 
pride of wealth; the pride of life, 1 John 2: 16), all of 
which must be nailed to the Redeemer’s Cross where 
God has judicially put it. The old man was crucified 
together with Christ. 


‘Vu 
IF I BE LIFTED UP 


In cuapTer eight of John’s gospel the movement to- 
ward Calvary is greatly accelerated. The echo of the 
Cross resounds even more forcefully upon one’s con- 
sciousness; the mind of Jesus turns in a new way upon 
His goal. He has a baptism to be baptized with; He 
has a cup to drink, and He is straightened till it 
be accomplished. His hour is not yet come; still He 
lives in the glory of its accomplishment, and His 
groaning is even now becoming a cosmic agonizing 
of the Spirit. 

Students of the Bible have long observed the fact that 
John’s gospel hinges, as it were, on the great con- 
troversy between the Jews and the Saviour as to His 
person. It grows hotter with every chapter. “The 


. Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record 


of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, ‘yet 
my record is true: for I know whence I came’ and © 
whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come and 
whither I go” (John 8: 13-14). The Jews then claimed 
God as their Father, but Jesus responded that if God 
were their Father they would receive His word. He did 
not spare them for He told them that they were of their 
father the Devil, who from the beginning was a mur- 
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derer and who abode not in the truth, because there 
was no truth in him. 

The matter came to an overwhelming climax when 
the Saviour referred to Abraham, declaring that Abra- 
ham had seen His day (“He saw it, and was glad”). 
“Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen 
Abraham?” is the amazed rebuff. How terrible was 
Jesus’ reply, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 
Abraham was, I am.” This was to them blasphemy. 
Why, it was Jehovah’s word to Moses whereby He 
identified Himself to the children of Israel in Egypt. 
Only God dare so speak of Himself. This man was 
worthy of death. The law of Moses said so. ‘“Then 
took they up stones to cast at .him: but Jesus hid 
himself and went out of the temple, going through 
the midst of them, and so passed by” (John 8: 59). 

This leads us to one of the most amazing statements 
ever to be found on the lips of Him who spoke as 
never man spoke, whose words, though heaven and 
earth pass away, shall never be forgotten. The Saviour 
gives the Jews a final and absolutely conclusive test. 
He says in effect, “Very well, cast, if you will, the 
elements into the crucible; subject them to the flames 
until the fire makes manifest their intrinsic nature.” 
“When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall 

e know that Iam he... .” “The Cross,” says Jesus, 
“shall be the final proof. When ye have lifted me up, 
ye shall know. I stake all on the Cross. If here you 
do not find sufficient evidence of my redemptive mission 
as the divinely promised Saviour of the world, I stand 
impeached before men and angels; eternity will forever 

‘declare me the fraud you say I am.” * 
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- Now when we look deeply into the matter, we find 
that it is even so. It.is the Cross seen in the light of 
the Resurrection which is the final word. ‘The death- 
resurrection-mid-process,” to borrow Maybie’s classic 
expression, is the crucible whose flame, . yea, whose 
immeasurable heat has forever made manifest the in- 
gredients in the nature and constitution of the Son of 
. God. Had He not kept His word and risen triumphant 
from among the dead, His claims would stand in un- 
equivocal repudiation and Christianity would have died 
with its founder. The Jews, too, contrariwise, were 
willing to stake all on the Cross. The death penalty 
had been divinely ordained for such madcaps as Jesus, 
who, losing all sense of proportion, all sense of order 
and of right, claimed to be God; for He alone dare 
say, “I am.” Only the Resurrection could offset the 
Jewish position and sweep the stakes. Paul, a Jew and 
a Pharisee, grasped all the implications, as is evidenced 
by the grand phrase with which he opens his epistle 
to the Romans, “The gospel of God (Which he had 
promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 
Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was: 
made of the seed of David according to the flesh; and 
declared to be the Son of God with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead.” Of course. The Resurrection does not, naturally, 
make him the Son of God. He was that from all 
eternity. But it does declare Him as such. It puts its 
seal on His claim. It says, in effect, ““You see now that 
‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham was, I 
am,’ is no idle claim, nor the speech of a maniac. It is 
the Father’s amen to the Son’s claims to deity.” As 
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we have it in the forty-fifth Psalm, verse six (quoted in - 
Hebrews 1: 8), it is the Father who declares, “Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 
“When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall 
ye know that Iam he. ...” Jesus staked everything on 
His Cross. Well may He have done so, for it is indeed 
the hub of a new universe. But how could this Cross 
which was the sum total of shame and degradation, 
ignominy, defeat and corruption, the tree that had been 
_ cursed of God (‘Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree,” Galations 3: 13, also Deuteronomy 21: 22, 23); 
how could this Cross become the symbol of all that is 
highest in a new age of truth and love? How could. 
that which to the ancient world spoke only of shame 
and wretchedness without measure become in a new 
world God’s own Word of wisdom and power (1 Cor. 
1: 18)? How could the Cross become the revelation of 
God Himself? In the Apocalypse John tells us that 
when he saw the heavens opened and beheld the throne 
of God, in the midst stood a Lamb as it had been 
slain. How can it be that that cursed thing, the Cross, 
should be given in a sense a place in the throne of 
God, as if there were no other medium whereby | to 
express what is ee and most wonderful in.God’s 
nature? ca 
The answer leads us to the sublimest fact of site 
Christian revelation as we have it in Christ. It leads 
us to the deepest mystery of the universe. Here in the 
Cross, as the theologians are wont to say, the moral 
- attributes of God come to their sublimest expression. 
Love can do no more. A stricter, more just, more 
righteous settling of sin’s account cannot be conceived. 
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-God’s deepest thought, His most staggering word is 
not found in the number of the stars whose harmony 
and infinitude is beyond the conception of man. It is in 
the word of the Cross. Nothing so truly represents God 
as Calvary. Here He found a way to settle sin’s account 
(and what a debt it was—the | summary of crime, guilt, 
wickedness and lust, greed and wrongdoing, not to 
mention the wrong thinking of all the ages) without 
in any wise belittling its heinousness. The majesty of 
God’s law never was given a more sublime expression. 
God’s hatred of sin reaches its most awful limits. God’s 
love for a sinful race touches the moral consciousness 
of mankind so deeply that the most degraded criminal 
cannot but repent of his sins and surrender to God. 

“T said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins” (John 8: 24). The Jews could not see what 
relation Jesus could possibly have to the blotting out — 
of their sins. Why should they, or anyone else for that 
matter, have to believe in Him in order that they might 
not die in their sins? In reply to this, the most burning 
question man will ever have to face, I take the liberty 
to repeat the story of the African convert. According 
to the testimony of a missionary who laboured for years 
in the dark continent, this African once told her that 
in a dream he saw the Lord Jesus climbing Calvary’s 
hill with a great burden. He said he cried out to the 
Saviour in amazement, saying, “Lord, these are the sins 
of the world, are they not?” 

“No,” was the Saviour’s reply, “these are your sins.” 


IX 
FOR JUDGMENT I AM COME 


Ir woutp seem at first glance that chapter nine of 
John’s gospel offers nothing for the development of this 
thesis on the Cross, but such is not the case. The 
shadow of Calvary, better called a beacon since there is 
no light so radiant, is upon the Master here, too. And 
the word He here pronounces can only be understood 
in view of the Cross. 

The chapter tells the story of the blind man who 
was born blind and whose sad fate moved the disciples 
to ask Jesus, ‘““Who did sin, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus’ answer took the matter 
far out of the realm of nature, with its inexorable law 
of cause and effect, and placed it in the realm of God’s- 
sovereignty where theologians are wont to dwell upon 
what they call election and predestination. Happily, 
we need not go into such deep and controversial ques- 
tions but will simply take the statement as it comes from 
the Saviour’s lips, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor 
his parents, but that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him.” “From the hour of his birth,” Jesus 
is saying, “God foresaw this wondrous occasion in my 
public ministry and has so ordered events that I might 
‘work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: 


the night cometh, when no man can work.’ ” 
58 
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_ We need not go into the details of the healing of 
_ the man born. blind. The Saviour anointed his eyes 
with spittle mixed with clay, sent him to wash in the 
pool of Siloam, and: he came back seeing, setting the 
neighbourhood aflame with excitement by his burning 
testimony. The controversy which runs throughout 
-the pages of John’s gospel bursts into flame once 
more. “How were thine eyes opened?” the people 
quizzed. “A man that is called Jesus made clay and 
anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to the pool 
of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and 
I received sight,” is the ringing reply of the one 
made supremely happy by the healing word of the 
Saviour. 

The matter is taken to the Pharisees, who were already 
blinded by hate and prejudice. What added fuel to 
the flame of their already blazing hate was the fact that 
this had been done on the sabbath day. Again the man 
who had received his sight is asked the how of it all. 
His former testimony is repeated, “He put clay upon 
mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.” But the Phari- 
sees would not be convinced. The blindness of the 
man born blind was but a shadow in comparisén to 
the awful spiritual blindness of these religious bigots. 
They continually asked for signs from the Master which 
would be proof of His Messiahship, but when they were 
confronted with these signs, they relentlessly closed 
their eyes that they might not see. They despised this 
lowly One whose teaching was as a sword thrust into 
their religious bigotry and who consorted with publi- 
cans, sinners, and harlots. 
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Next, the parents were consulted and questioned as 
to how their son had received his sight. They were 
afraid. They knew of the ruling of the Jews that if 
any man should confess that Jesus was the Christ, the 
promised Messiah and Redeemer, he should be put out 
of the synagogue. The weapon of excommunication 
brought them, so to speak, to their knees before these 
proud Pharisees. “We know not; he is of age; ask 
him: he shall speak for himself,” is their pusillanimous 
evasion. So the Pharisees turned full force upon the 
man who had been born blind and pronounced their 
ultimatum: ‘“‘Give God the praise: we know that this 
man is a sinner.” The reply they received must have 
shaken them to the foundations. It is a blessed testi- 
mony that has rung down through the ages, the 
testimony of one who knows, let critics, skeptics and 
worldlings say what they will—““Whether he be a 
sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, 
whereas I was blind, now I see.” 

But the Pharisees were determined not to look facts 
in the face. Though the Light of the World stood 
before them, their blindness deepened moment by 
moment, for they loved darkness—the darkness which 
is fertile soil for the growth of pride. “We know that 
God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know 
not from whence he is.” However, they only involved 
themselves in deeper shame and guilt, for the blind 
man made whole got the better of them at every turn. 
“Since the world began was it not heard that any man 
opened the eyes of one that was born blind,” he parried _ 
with deadly dexterity. “If this man were not of God, 
he could do nothing.” “Thou wast altogether born in 
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sins, and dost thou teach us?” they answered; and great 
must have been their rage, for, we read, they cast him 
out. 

But how beautiful the sequel, for Jesus, knowing of 
the poor man’s plight, sought him out, and we have the 
record of that tender and breathtaking interview. “Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God?” is the word with 
which He would draw this dear one to Himself. “Who 
is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?” asks this 
one who sees but does not yet fully understand. “Thou 
hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee,” 
is the Saviour’s loving reply. John’s word at this point 
of the narrative is really the crux of the whole matter— 
“And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped 
him.” 

But the Pharisees stood nearby, and we may be sure 
that they gnashed their teeth, for the Saviour lifted His 
voice and said, “For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not might see; and that 
they which see might be made blind.” That was the 
occasion for a final and climactic blunder on the part 
of the Pharisees, who all along had been stumbling 
about in the darkness of their bigotry. “Are we blind 
also?” is the startled question they put to the Master. 
Now they have laid themselves bare. The blow falls— 
and the blow is terrible because truth strips bigotry, 
deceit, and pride of every mask, exposing their hellish 
roots. Jesus replied, “If ye were blind, ye should have 
no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin 
remaineth.” 

“For judgment I am come into this world,” was the 
Saviour’s amazing statement in the great controversy 
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: : with the jews over. x. the: ‘question | of His | person. This 


“AB: too. meaningful. an utterance .not to be considered 


oe ina larger scope. He was not only speaking” to. the. 
_. Pharisees. Again we.are bound by the.laws.of Biblical 


interpretation to interpret this. part-in the light-of 
the whole. The Pharisees’ blindness on this particular 
- occasion was, after all, only an accentuation of the: ° 
~~ blindness: of the world, the darkness which the prince o 
of: darkness has inflicted. ‘upon his victims, the children — 
of-men. “The: god of this. world. hath blinded. the — 
- minds of them which believe ‘not, lest the. light of — 
- the glorious. gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, _ 
should shine unto them” (2 Cor. 4: 4). ee 
~ No one understood ‘better than our Lord, “For: jade: = 
ment Iam come into this world,” must be ‘interpreted 
in the light of later declarations of the Saviour made - 
-as He came face to face. with His Cross,:“‘Now is the 
judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out: And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me” (John 12: 31-32): 
The Lord Jesus realized as no one but He could, that 
such blindness, the fruit of pride, characterizing not . 
only Jews and Pharisees but.all men everywhere in. 
their sinful ‘state, could be destroyed only by such a 
cosmic blow as was dealt at Calvary. Listen to. the 
change in the proud. Pharisee,. Saul: of Tarsus,’ whose’ 
-  bigotry.exceeded even that of the Pharisees of John’s © 
- gospel, after he had seen the gloty of the resurrected _- 
‘Christ on the Damascus road, “I am crucified with 
Christ; nevertheless I lives yet not I, but Christ liveth 
‘memes 2268 


This: Hs judgment of which Jestis spoke t to the Pharisees : 
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She. ae not ‘and. would’ ‘not believe i in’ Him: was 


consummated onthe Cross of Calvary. ‘Sin was judged, — 
and the old creation (Paul calls it the old. man) was’ 
also judged and put away. “Knowing this, that our old | 
" man was crucified with him [Christ], that the body of — 
sin might be destroyed’. ..” (Rom. 6:6). Satan was 
judged at the Cross. as. well. The seed of the woman 
ee bruised his head, as we have it in Genesis 
2:15, the very first promise.in Holy Writ regarding 
fe coming ‘of a Redeemer. “, ... through death he 
- might destroy him that had the power of death, ‘that 
Ay the om ae 2: Ze a 


x 
I LAY DOWN MY LIFE 


Cuapter ten of John’s gospel reminds us of one who, 
having journeyed toward home and seen its lights, sud- 
denly turns a corner and comes full upon his goal. His 
home stands before him. Jesus no longer looks to the 
Cross from afar. Its shadow falls fully upon Him. 
From this time forward matters are dealt with as from 
the consummation of Golgotha—not that heretofore it 
was not so; we have seen that from the beginning it 
was uppermost in the mind of Jesus and consequently 
in the mind of John, the beloved disciple. But now 
there is a difference. Jesus our Lord, with the Cross 
in full view, hastens to embrace it. His hour has 
come. 

Here we have Christ’s beautiful ee regarding 
the Shepherd and His sheep. This thought that runs all 
through the Scriptures and constitutes the material for 
one of their most basic lessons, this teaching that is 
tenderly manifest in the twenty- -third Psalm, now comes 
to its consummate expression in the words and manner 
of the Saviour. He finds special satisfaction in the think- 
ing of His Saviourhood in terms of sheep and Shepherd. 
“T am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine. .. . My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them 
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eternal life; and they shall never perish, deities shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand... he that 
entereth in by the door is the shepherd of tlie sheep. 
To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his 
voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own 
sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: 
for they know his voice.” 

~ But there are wolves, and thieves, and bandits. The — 
shepherd is in danger. The controversy with the Jews 
grows and becomes increasingly fierce. “Many good 
works have I shewed you from my Father; for which 
of those works do ye stone me?” asked Jesus when the 
Jews again took up stones to stone Him. “For a good 
work we stone thee not,” is the rejoinder, “but for 
blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest 
thyself God.” Now the Jews were indeed unkind and : 
infinitely mistaken, for such words as, “I and my 
Father are one,” were not blasphemy on the Saviour’s 
lips, only a simple declaration of fact. He was with 
the Father from the beginning, and all things were 
made by Him. I repeat, the Jews were most unkind, 
and their religious bigotry led them to the most heinous 
crime of all the ages, the consummation of all wicked- 
ness, in their crucifixion of Him who was indeed their 
promised Messiah and the Saviour of the world. But 
_ this much can be said for them: they were most logical. 
Had their premise not been a mistaken one, they would 
have been right. If Jesus were not all that He claimed 
to be, He deserved to be stoned. Only Jehovah could 
say, “Before that Abraham was, I'am.” For a man 
to dare to take the name of the Most High upon his 
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lips and speak of himself in the actual terms of dg, a 
was to the Jews the acme of all wickedness. 

Here was the crux of the matter. The great contro- 
versy with the Jews hinged on this question. But Jesus 
could not tone down His claims. His works bore Him 
witness. The Scriptures bore Him witness; His sinless 


life (“We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only be- — : 


gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth”) bore 
Him witness. History has said a cosmic amen to His 
claims. Millions upon millions of Christians down 
through the ages have by faith tested them and have 
found them true. The Church, though divided, yet 
fundamentally one, essentially universal, and the 
world’s only hope for the establishment of righteous- 
ness and love and truth upon earth, bears witness. No, 
these were no idle claims. They must not be toned 
down. The flag had been nailed to the mast, and there 
it would remain. 

“T am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep .. . I lay down my life for the 
sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this 
fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 
Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down 
my life, that I may take it again.” And then comes 
that blessed word from the Saviour’s lips which takes 
us to the heart of our theme, the Cross the centre and 


circumference, the beginning and the end, the sublime __ 4 


goal toward which Jesus marched with immeasurable 
certitude as the consummation of the great work of 
redemption—‘“‘No man taketh it [my life] from me, 
but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it - 
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down, and I have power to take it again.” At this the 
Jews ctied out, “He hath a devil, and is mad; why 
hear ye him?” (John 10: 20). 

There are mysteries here. It is holy ground. We do 
well to take off our shoes. There are deep theological 
implications into which we need not go. We confess 
with all frankness and humility our incapacity to in- 
terpret Jewish guilt, which, of course, is in no wise 
mitigated, though the Saviour was, ‘as Peter declared 
on the day of Pentecost, “delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God.” But we can leave 
mysteries to God and rather rejoice in the sublime 
sovercignty of our Redeemer. He was not being driven 
by an inevitable fate. He was not being swept along to 
the ignominious tree by a relentless destiny over which 
there was no control. Its immeasurable shame and its 
agonies can never be fully grasped by mortals because 
His was not simply human dying, but immortal; not 
only man but God endured the throes of death. Indeed, 
He was Master. Every detail was under His control. © 
He was not, of course, coercing men. They were res- 
ponsible moral agents acting according to their own 
personal wishes, caprice, and free will, and who slew 
the Saviour because (to use the Master’s own words) 
they would not have Him to reign over them. Never- 
theless, in the foreknowledge of God a divine plan was 
being worked out. Christ the Lord foresaw it all, chose 
it all, willed it all; and with infinite majesty and utmost 
serenity embraced the Cross. He laid down His life, 
and He took it up again. He to whom the Father 
said, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom” 
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- (Heb. 1: 8; Ps. 45: 6), willed to taste of death, and © 
that as a man. Why? Ah, because the wages of sin is 


death. “The soul that sinneth it shall die.” But God is 
love and yearns over the wayward soul with a compas- 
sion that can never be measured. What is this that I _ 
have said—can never be measured? That is not- true. 
It has been measured with mathematical precision. The 
Cross is the measure. Love found a way to avert man’s 
awful doom. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5: 21). 


XI 
1 AM THE RESURRECTION 


As we come to the story of the resurrection of Lazarus, 
we enter yet more deeply into the mystery of the 
Saviour’s Passion. Again we cannot but discern that 
Calvary and the empty tomb form the background of 
the picture. They give to the scene its deepest meaning. 

It was passing strange to Mary and to Martha that 
the Saviour should fail to respond to their call. “Lord, 
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.” But the Lord 
did not come. He who was quick to respond to every 
need and mighty in meeting it seems to have turned a 
deaf ear to the call that came from the home so beloved 
in Bethany. What could it mean? The sisters did not 
know, although we can see now that a divine plan lay 
at the heart of it all. 2» be 

“This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of | 
God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby,” 
was the Master’s commentary to His disciples. And so 
it was. When at the wedding feast He turned the water 
into wine, we read that He manifested forth His glory 
and that His disciples believed on Him. Now He shows 
forth His glory in a yet more marvellous fashion by 
raising from the dead one who already stank. Here 
we have, as to this mortal body, death’s final stage. - 
Jairus’ daughter had just passed away; her body may 
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yet have been warm when Jesus said, “Talitha cumi— 
Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.” The widow’s son’s 
remains were being borne by loving friends to the tomb 
when the Saviour touched his bier and turned the 
funeral march into the unspeakable joy of resurrection. 
And now He raises Lazarus, whose body had already 
entered upon the final stage of decomposition. Mark 
the three steps which are the lot of all who are visited 
by the angel of death. If the first two are not without 
hope (there have been those who seemingly had passed 
on only to return), as regards the third, it surely would 
be folly beyond measure still to entertain hope. Martha’s 
amazed cry when the Saviour, having appeared upon 
the tearful scene, commanded that the stone be removed - 
from the door of the sepulchre, is the most classic ex- 
pression of this fact. “Lord, by this time he stinketh.” 

Now we do well to look into the manner in which 
Jesus was wont to speak of death. He refused to call 
death by our terms. “The maid is not dead, but 
sleepeth.” “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that 
I may wake him out of sleep.” But the disciples did 
not understand. “Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well,” 
is their blind rejoinder. Jesus was therefore compelled 
to use the word according to its common usage so as 
to be understood. “Lazarus,” He said, “is dead.” There 
is a deep lesson in all this. The reason for the Saviour’s 
reticence to use the term death as men are wont to use 
it lay in the fact that He saw into the mystery, realizing 
full well that-actual death is something infinitely more. 
fearful. That truth is found in germinal form in the 
Old Testament rite for the cleansing of one who had 
been in contact with a corpse. He was “defiled.” Paul 
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brings it.out by asking the question, “Oh death, where 
is thy sting?” and then by adding, “the sting of death 
is sin.” The Saviour’s foremost interpreter, Paul the 
Apostle, understood. Indeed, it is sin which is the sting 
of death, for sin separates the soul from God who isthe 
fountain of life. This is what Jesus meant by death— 
not physical dissolution, but eternal separation from 
God because of sin. John, too, came to understand, for 
in his first epistle he writes, “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life because we love the breth- 
ren.” The same thought lies behind utterances of Jesus 
like John 5: 24-25, ‘‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live . . . He that heareth my word, and believeth on. 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life.” 

A similar reference to the spiritual came to light in 
another form when Jesus said to Martha, “Thy brother 
shall rise again.” As the disciples did not understand 
Him in His manner of referring to death, so Martha 
fails to grasp His meaning as he refers to [ife. “I 
know,” she says, “that he shall rise again in the resur- 
tection at the last day.” But Jesus was not speaking of 
the physical, and with amazing directness and power 
He brings out the fact. “I am the resurrection and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die.” 

“Lazarus, come forth,” cried the Master with a loud 
voice (see John 11:-43), and we read, “And he that was 
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dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave-- 
clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. 
Jesus saith unto them, Loose him and let him go.” 

It is not our purpose to go into details. We are in 
search of a deeper truth than is ordinarily grasped. The 
raising of Lazarus was as if fuel were added to the 
flames of Jewish prejudice and bigotry. However, there 
were those who believed, unable to resist in the face of 
such a demonstration of authority on the part of Jesus. 
Others. went to the Pharisees and “told them what 
things Jesus had done.” “From that day forth,” so 
reads the sacred narrative, ‘‘they took counsel together 
for to put him to death.” Resolved as they were to 
close their eyes against facts, and having rejected the 
sign of the resurrection of Lazarus, the Jews crossed | 
their Rubicon. They would not rest until Jesus was 
slain. -— ; 

And now John, who sees and interprets events in the 
full glare of Calvary’s radiance, adds this: “Then 
gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, 
and said, What do we? for this man doeth many 
miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe 
on him [immeasurable shame; they themselves were 
resolved not to] : and the Romans shall come and take 
away both our place and nation.” It is evident that 
the rulers were beside themselves. Hate was driving 
them mad, for there was absolutely no sense in what 
they were saying. They would have liked to give the 
crime they were plotting a semblance of patriotism. 
Jesus, they tried to make themselves believe, was ruin- 
ing the people; they must kill Him to save the nation. 

Then one of their number, Caiaphas, the high priest, 
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‘took the matter a step further.-He spoke with a sneer. 
“Ye know nothing at all, Nor consider that it is ex- 
pedient for us that one man should die for the people, 
and. that the whole nation perish not.” John’s comment 
clearly points to the Cross—“And this spake he not of 
himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied 
that Jesus should die for that nation [all unwittingly, 
surely, for nothing could have been more removed from 
his heart than to say a good word for Jesus—it is John 
the theologian, the Apostle, who is interpreting]; And 
not for that nation only, but that also he should gather 
together in one the children of God that were scattered 
abroad.” 

“He must die,” said the chief priests and Pharisees. 
“Yes,” says John in effect, “you are right, but for 
reasons that you cannot conceive.” Those reasons are 
the backbone of the Christian faith; they lie at the heart 
of the revelation of God in Christ, and are the basis of 
redemption. They manifest themselves ever more 
clearly as we enter upon the Passion and Crucifixion 
of the Son of God. » 


XI 
THE DAY OF. MY BURYING 


As wE come to chapter twelve of John’s gospel, one 
trembles before its amazing unveiling of the Cross. 
From first to last it throbs with the meaning and pur- 
pose of Calvary. The supper in the beloved home at 
Bethany, with Lazarus as one of the guests, was the 
occasion for that unbridled expression of Mary’s un- 
bounded affection for her Master. She took a pound 
of ointment of spikenard, rare and costly, to anoint the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped them with her hair. The house, 
we read, was filled with the odour of the ointment. But 
this was displeasing to Judas, who raised his voice 
- against such a vain pilfering of money. Why, he says, 
the ointment could have been sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor. Imagine the traitor with 
the bag pleading the cause of the poor and contrast- 
ing them against the luxurious tastes of Jesus, who 
had permitted and accepted this lavish expression of 
womanly devotion. 

Oh, but in the providence of God it all served a most 
sublime purpose. Jesus came to Mary’s defence. “Let 
her alone,” was His sharp command. “For the poor 
always ye have with you; but me ye have not always.” 
And then we have that overwhelming revelation of 
. what, as we have seen in these studies, was ever Jesus’ 


deepest thought, “Against the day of my burying hath 
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she kept this.”” Or as we have it in Mark’s gospel, “She 
hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to 


anoint my body to the burying.” How fitting that — 


throughout the whole world this that Mary had done 
should be spoken ‘of for a memorial of her, as the 
Saviour prophesied in Mark. 

But chapter twelve of John’s gospel presents a yet 
more amazing unveiling of the Cross. Its occasion is 
the visit of the Greeks and their request directed to 
Philip, * ‘Sir, we would see Jesus.” “Philip,” we read, 

“cometh and telleth Andrew,” and Andrew and Philip 
tell Jesus. What followed might well fill one with 
wonder and consternation. From the purely human 
standpoint, this should have caused Jesus the deepest 


. satisfaction. He might well have said, “How gratify- 


ing; representatives of this most cultured people coming 
to see Me. This is splendid.” But the effect on the 
Saviour is of the opposite nature. It produces a most 
violent reaction. It brings a strange, sharp focus in the 
thought and feeling of Jesus in which the awful reality 
of His Passion and death grips His heart. The crisis is 
_an echo of Gethsemane. “Now is my soul troubled; 
and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: 
but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, 
glorify thy name.” Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify 
it again.” The people marvelled, but Jesus answered 
and said, “This voice came not because of me, but for 
your sakes. Now is the judgment of this world: now 
shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” And lest anyone should fail to grasp the fact that 
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Jesus is speaking of His Cross, John adds this very 
- significant comment, “This he said, signifying what 
death he should die.” 

The crisis brought about by the visit and request of © 
the Greeks throws a flood of light on the meaning of 
‘the Redeemer’s sacrificial death. “No,” He said in 
effect, “I cannot see these gentlemen. My hour has not 
yet come. In order that not only Greeks but Africans, 
Chinese and. Americans, Englishmen and Germans, 
Latins and Indians, indeed all the peoples of the earth, 
might see Me in My truest character as the Saviour of 
the world, I must be lifted up. Once I am lifted up on 
the Cross I will draw all men unto Me.” 

It was this setting which was the occasion for the 
deepest lesson, one which His disciples have never 
"really learned. “Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit.” And lest anyone should 
think He was referring only to Himself while the lot 
of His followers here in this world would be a most 
comfortable one, He went on to say, “He that loveth 


his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this 


world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve 
me, let him follow me; and where I am there shall my 
servant be... 2” 

Hard words indeed, these, which form the great 
paradox of the Gospel. But we do well to let them 
sink deep into our hearts. “There is no evading the 
Cross,” the Saviour says in effect. If we do evade. the 
Cross it will only mean sterility and fruitlessness. In 
order to bear fruit, the corn of wheat must fall into the 
ground and die. All this found its most perfect exposi- 


THE DAY OF MY BURYING 77 


tion later in the life and writings of the greatest of the 
Apostles, Paul—“I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me... .” “We 
which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ 
sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest 
in our mortal flesh” (2 Cor. 4: 11). 

The fact that Jesus makes the Cross the pivot kee the 
overthrow of the hierarchy of Satan is also deeply sig- 
nificant. “Now is the judgment of this world: now 
shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” This, too, awaited its fullest exposition in Paul’s 
epistles where we are told that it was by means of the 
Cross that the Saviour spoiled principalities and powers, 
and made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it (Col. 2: 15). That which was contrary to 
us, the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
He nailed to His Cross (Col. 2: 14). Indeed, we need 
to be freed from the law in order to be delivered from 
Satan’s awful authority, for he is the accuser of the 
brethren. How can I find relief from the maddening 
voice of the accuser unless it be in the shelter of the 
Cross, for there it was that the law spent itself and 

did its utmost on a man, a representative man, the Son 
of man. There it was that sin’s guilt was cancelled, 
for this One who knew no sin was made sin for us 
“that we might be made the righteousness of God in 

~ him” (2 Cor. 5: 21). I can point to His work and so 
find authority to bind the strong man and put him 
under my feet. I can hide away in the wounds of the 

Crucified and command the enemy and his hosts to 

get hence. Opposed by such a weapon, flee they must. 
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But here, too, we need a balanced and comprehen- 
sive interpretation, otherwise our weapon, in spite of 
all the Saviour did to silence the enemy, may. prove 


ineffective in the hour of conflict with the powers of _ . 


darkness. The secret of victory lies in the message of 
_ the corn of wheat which falls into the ground to die. 
Die I must. God gives me no hope of permanent and 
conclusive victory over Satan without that. Michael and 
his angels overcame the dragon and his angels by the 
“blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testi- 
mony; and they loved not their lives unto the death” 
(Rev. 12: 11). Any: self-love weakens our position. 
“Flesh” gives ground to the enemy. Uncrucified self _ 
life opens the door and lets him in. God always works 
according to law, and the corn-of-wheat: process is the 
law of our identification with Christ in His death and 
His Resurrection (see Rom. 6; Col. 3: 3; Gal. 5: 24) 
without which Satan will most certainly be able to 
establish himself on the ground of his affinity with the 
old life. It is an affinity which God respects but which 
was dissolved on Calvary. 
The chapter closes. with John’s seeing in the hostility 
_and unbelief of the Jews a fulfilment of Isaiah 53. “But 
though he had done so many miracles before them, yet 
they believed not on him: That the saying of Isaiah 
the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, 
who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed?” (John 12: 37, 38). 
And so again we arrive at the Cross, for in all Old 
Testament prophecy there is no such unveiling of its 
deep mystery as in Isaiah 53. 


XIII 
IF I WASH THEE NOT 


WE Have come to that most tender of all the scenes in 
the life of our Lord—His washing of the disciples’ feet. 
Since we are not writing a Biblical commentary, we 
need not go into the details of the chapter. Our purpose 
is to consider, and that for practical reasons, the stress 
on the centrality of the Cross so peculiar to the writings 
of John. There is a fresh focusing, a yet deeper stress- 
ing, a distinctive unveiling of the Cross in the foot- 
washing account. As one reads the story, one cannot 
escape the fact that to understand it truly and to delve 
into its deepest meaning, one must stand at Calvary. 

It was the task of a slave. “Jesus knew,” writes John 
in the first verse of the chapter, “that his hour was come 
that he should depart out of this world unto the 
Father.” That He was fully conscious of the manner : 
of His departure and its vast meaning as regards a 
sinful humanity, we have had abundant evidence. The 
circumstances that now present themselves at the Pass-. 
over feast afford a golden opportunity to underscore 
the cleansing aspect of the redemptive work of God to 
be consummated on the Cross. 

We do not mean to minimize the importance of the 
act as such. The Saviour lays aside His garments and, 
girding Himself, He pours water into a basin and 
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begins to wash the disciples’ feet. All this was in a 
full consciousness of His dignity.and glory, knowing, : 


as John puts it, “that the Father had given all things — 7) 


into his hands, and that he was come from God and 
went to God.” But the impulsive Peter, who always 
felt that he knew better than his Master, objects. This . 
is unbecoming to his Lord. Has some strange en- 
thusiasm swept Him off His feet? Has He forgotten 
who He is? “Lord, dost thou wash my feet?” It is 
unthinkable—“Thou shalt never wash my feet.” But 
Peter does not understand. Oh that he could but see 
what the Master sees. “What I do thou knowest not . 
now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” We must look 
with the Saviour’s eyes from the sublime heights of the 
hereafter of His “death-resurrection-mid-process,” to 
really understand this seemingly incongruous scene— 
the Lord, who is Lord of lords and King of kings, 
stooping as a slave to wash the dirty feet of these 
humble fishermen. 

And now we come to the key phrase. “If I wash thee 
not, thou hast no part with me.” Ah, here we have it. 
The Master leaves us in no uncertain fog. He is not 
actually worried about dirty feet; dirty feet do not 
interfere with the holy hour of communion. No, it is 
the dirty heart. “Ye are clean,” says Jesus, “but not all. 
He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, 
but is clean every whit.” Thou shalt know hereafter, 
Peter: Here you have a fitting symbol of My real. pur- 
pose as the Saviour of the world. “Tf I wash thee not, 
thou hast no part with me.’ 

Jesus stands on the threshold of His sublime achieve- 
ment as the world’s Redeemer. His hour has « come. He 
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must shed His precious blood, for it is.in the blood of 

_ the Lamb that the souls of men are to be washed. In 

John’s final work, the book of Revelation, when he is 

caught up and the Spirit shows him things as. they are 

in the sight of God and when he sees in a prophetic 

vision the end of the ages, he tells us that the millions . 

upon millions of redeemed souls who will forever drink 

of the Fountain of Life are they who have washed their 

- garments and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

There has been a tendency in recent years to react 
against this kind of terminology, even to root it out of 
the Church’s hymnology and so out of her thought and 
life. We see in these studies, however, that this cannot 
be effected without doing violence to the fundamental 
thought of John’s gospel. Neither’ can it be effected 
without both contradicting the Saviour Himself and 
doing violence to His deepest purpose. “Tf I wash thee 

‘not, thou hast ‘no part with me. What I do, thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” The. 
truth of the matter is, we never grasp the deepest mean- 
ing of the Saviour’s word until we stand with Him 
where He ever stood, and share His viewpoint as the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

It is the sinner’s lens which, in the final analysis, is 
the one that clearly reveals the meaning of such words 
as, “If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.” It 
is as the sinner looks'up into the face of the Crucified, 
burdened to the point of utter despair by a Spirit- 
wrought conviction of sin, and believes in the divine 
sin-bearer whose precious blood “cleanseth from all 
sin” (1 John 1: 7-9), that he understands; for then he 
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experiences’ glorious liberation from sin’s guilt and 
- power; the very thing for -which the Saviour suffered. 
and died. This is the backbone of Paul’s theology, for 

~ he tells us that ‘in Christ we have redemption: through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph. 1: 4). Peter. 
emphatically declares that “we are not redeemed. with 
corruptible things as silver and gold, . . . But with the 
“precious blood of Christ, as of alamb without blemish . 
and without spot . . . foreordained before the founda- 
- tion of the world” (x Pet. 1: 18-20). Loe ee 
But we return to our chapter. ‘The: traitor, having 
“been ‘given the sop and having heard ‘the Saviour’s - 
- solemn warning, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that — 
one of you shall betray me,” went forth from the Upper 
-Room—and, as John significantly adds, “It was night.” 
At precisely the moment when he had gone out Jesus. 
said, “Now is the Son of man. glorified, and God is © 
glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall. 
also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway 
glorify him” (John 13: 31, 32). Afterward comes this’ 
deeply. revealing word, “Little children, yet a little 
while I am -with you.” He is even now bidding the 
disciples farewell ; however, the chapter does not close. 
without a final warning to boastful Peter; ““The cock 
~ hall not crow, till thou hast denied.me thrice.” The 
_ powers of darkness -were to ‘let loose such an onslaught 

- as had never been known in all the years, and Peter 
would. go down in ignominious defeat. 
~ But even the onslaught of Satan would be but the 
- occasion for the supreme manifestation of the glory: of | 
- God. “Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is: 
~. glorified in. him.” “If God be glorified in him,” the 
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Saviour goés on to say, “God shall also glorify him in? df 
himself, and shall straightway glorify him.” ‘Though 


~ that night was the darkest the world has ever known, - 


_ even the Egyptian darkness in the days of Pharaoh not . 


‘being :comparable, out of it was to come an eternal 
sunrise for all mankind, and the supreme manifestation 
of the glory of God. In the Cross of Christ the attributes 
of God—His love and His righteousness, His truth and 
His mercy—come to their highest and most glorious _ 
expression," 2 8: Me Ae 


"THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW. 


Tue Upper Room. where the Saviour instituted the 
Sacramental Supper, which cup, emblematic of His 
precious blood shed for the remission of sins would 
perpetuate forever the memory of His sacrifice, was the 
place of final exhortation and tender farewell’as the 
Master told His disciples that the hour had come. “T 
go to prepare a place for you; and if I go... I will 
come again and receive you unto myself, that: where 
Iam there ye may be also.” Everything here draws its 
~ deepest meaning from the Cross. ‘The awful consum- 
_ -mation which, according to Peter’s Pentecostal address __ 

_-was in the determinate. counsel and foreknowledge of | 
God, is about to be fulfilled.. The. baptism which. so*: 
“straightened” Jesus our Lord in the days of His public 
ministry until it should be accomplished, is now to be- 
_ come a reality. “But that the world may know that I | 
love the Father;” says the Master, “and. as the Father . 
gave me commandment, even:so I do. Arise, let us go 
hence.”’ With these words, Jesus goes forth to meet His © 
~ enemies and through them to offer Himself-on the 

altar of God for the redemption of the world. That the 
--world might have the exact méasure of His love for the 

Father, He would be obedient unto death—the death. 
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; _. THAT. THE WORLD MAY KNOW. -. 85° 
Veta little while, and the world seeth meno.more;. > 
_.. but-ye see me: Because I live, ye shall live also. At ee 
that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye 
in me, and I in you” (John 14:19, 20). But the dis 
ciples. did not understand. ‘How could they grasp the 
_ meaning of such words? They had not yet been given 
_ the ‘Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 
“of Jesus Christ’’ as He was to be proclaimed in-all the 
world in the light of Calvary and the empty tomb. . 
“At that day ye shall know that I'am in my Father.” 
At what day? -we may reverently ask. The day: of 
which the prophet spoke, saying, “He was bruised for: 
_ our iniquities,” or was it Resurrection morn, or the day » 
of Pentecost? . There is no’ room for controversy, ‘for, 
ina sense, these are one. The Resurrection was already. 
latent in the Cross, as the Cross:is in the Resurrection. 
Tt is ‘the “death-resurrection-mid-process,” for the ‘two 
in the Scriptures are always looked upon as one. Into. ~ 
this “‘death-resurrection-mid-process” ‘the Holy. Spirit. 
-baptizes the believer as we learn in Romans six. And it 
‘is in this identification that the Christian stands by faith, 
better said by an’act of God, faith being nothing more 
than the requisite condition on the human side, 
_ The dark shadow of the Cross-falls heavily upon the 
~  Saviour’s pathway here. ‘The darkness increases with 
each passing moment. Judas is leading the rulers of. 
Israel and heavily armed soldiers 'to the. garden where - 
Jesus was wont'to go for prayer. Satan is mobilizing 
the hosts of darkness for.an-all-out attack on'the Son 
of God. “The prince of this world cometh,” says the = 
Lord, “and-hath nothing in me.” He speaks with His ¥ 
usual calm, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
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“unto you. Let not your heart be troubled... In my _ 
- Father’s house’ are many mansions: I ‘go to prepare a” 
- place for you.” _When ‘Thomas confessés ‘the ignorance. 
of the group, he elicits from the Saviour His memorable’ 
pronouncement, “Iam the way; the truth, and the life:. 
No man cometh unto the Father but by me.” ee 
“Tam the way’’—it must. be readin all its: setting. ~ 
It must be taken as it is given. Jesus is on the way, yea, 
__only a few steps are wanting till He arrives at the Cross. 
It is even now a spiritual reality, since Satan could find - 
nothing in this Man that-would give him ground, Satan. 
had sought. all: along: to ‘undo: Him, employing every 
attifice at his command; but. there was nothing he . 
could touch, nothing he could claim, absolutely nothing 
of the self-life so common to man, nothing of the pride 
which gives him such ready ‘access to men’s hearts; 
because, as John says elsewhere, He was “slain from 
the foundation of the world.” Indeed the Cross, as we . 
have repeatedly said, had been chosen from eternity:in _ 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. 
But now the Saviour was coming to its awful reality _ 
in time. .Still Satan could find nothing of sin in Him, 
for where the.Cross is the ruling principle, there’ is 


nothing for him to grasp and inflame.” he ee 
And this is “the way.” It is the truth, and it is the 

‘life. Jesus is the way to God because His way is the. 
_way of the Cross. He is the truth, for any other sway 
is founded upon the lies of Satan. He is the life, for life 
such as Jesus brought:to men can only be found in- 
_ death, that ‘is to say, the Cross) 

_. “ye'that believeth on mie; the works that I do shall 
- he do also; and greater works than these shall he do, 
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because I go unto the Father.” ‘This is a most startling 
“utterance. How.could it ever be possible that a believer 


should do greater works than his Lotd and Saviour, 


who raised the dead, cleansed the lepers, opened the 
eyes of the blind and who went about doing good‘and _ 
healing all oppressed of the devil? Here again the key 
to the problem is the Cross. “Because I go unto my 
Father.” And what a going! He goes as the sacrificial 
~ Lamb triumphant over death, over Satan, over.the — 
world. Through the Cross He brings to an end the old . 
‘creation and with it ‘destroys the° works of Satan: 
Through the Cross and the empty tomb there is raised 


_ up a redeemed humanity, for the old Satanic order 


based on proud, rebellious “flesh” is brought to a close, 
and.a “new creation’’. over which the Evil One. can 

have‘no power is brought to light, = 

' » Now the believer can do greater works, for he stands 

ina consummated work which was not yet operative in © 
the days of the Saviour’s public ministry. Then ina. 
sense all was failure, even: for the Master. His chosen 

twelve proved to be a fickle, unreliable, treacherous _ 
vehicle for the fulfilment of the divine purposes. Peter 
~ denied his Lord with curées. Judas sold Him for a 
handful of filthy shekels. In the hour of trial the 

Apostles fled and left their Master to His fate, Little — 
wonder that “Jesus: did. not’ commit himself unto — 

_ them,” as we read in John 2: 24, 25, “for he knew 

what -was in man.” But this devilish ‘thing in man 
which makes him treacherous was judicially destroyed. 
on the Cross. ‘The believer is now a new creation. “‘If 

any, man be in Christ he is a’‘new creature: ‘old things 


_ are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
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The “greater works” of the one who believes on the 
Son of God are the logical outcome of his greater 
“standing.” He has weapons which, in a sense, the 
Saviour Himself did not have in the days of His earthly 
ministry. Then all looked forward to a consummation 
which would make possible the sort of life commanded 
in the Sermon on the Mount. Then the Saviour could 
not commit Himself with any confidence unto man, 
for He knew what was in man. Indeed, as we have it 
in John fourteen, it was expedient for Jesus to go away 
that the Comforter might come. 

Now the Holy Spirit has come; Jesus has been glori- 
fied. The Cross stands, and through it God’s economy 
is mediated. It is not, of course, that the believer who 
does greater works has aught in which he may glory 
apart from Christ. With Paul he cries, “God forbid 
that I should glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world.” The “greater works” are simply the out- 
working of the supreme achievement of God wrought 
on Calvary, one which will stand through eternal ages 
as His masterpiece, in which His moral attributes come 
to their sublimest manifestation. When in the proclam- 
ation of the word of the Cross, the Holy Spirit takes 
of the things of Christ and applies them to hearts, you 
have these “greater works” wrought out by those who 
believe on the Son of God; for the word of the Cross 
is “‘the power of God and the wisdom of God” (x Cor. 
1: 18-23). 
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XV 
THE SECRET OF ABIDING IN CHRIST 


Cuaprter fifteen of John’s gospel occupies a place of 
special intimacy in the thought of Christians. Standing 
on the threshold of His passion, the Saviour points out 
in terms of a simple allegory the need of all believers 
for a life of communion and oneness with Himself. 
“Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye except ye abide in me. . . He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing.” 

“Tam the vine, ye are the branches.” But by nature 
we are wild. We need to be cut out of the olive tree 
which is wild by nature and grafted, contrary to nature, 
into a good olive tree, as Paul puts it in Romans, 
chapter nine. 

Union with Christ has been all down the years the 
supreme desire, the all-consuming passion of the great 
mystics of the Church. It will ever be the most cherished 
hope of all who bear the name of Christ. It is the secret 
of the victorious life. Paul’s “I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me,” does not only express the lofty position of 
an Apostle, though it is an Apostle who speaks. It is 
the privilege of all true Christians. It is here that we 
find the dynamic spiritual forces that place the Christian 
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in a position of mastery over the trinity of evil—the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. It is here, too, that the 


rivers of living water, of which the Saviour was wont 


to speak with the promise that they would flow from ~ 


' the heart of the believer, are released. A veritable - 


Amazon of divine life flows forth from the heart of 
one united to Christ. 

But on what basis, from what principle of faith do 
these spiritual forces operate? How may this union 
with Christ, which is beautifully symbolized in the 
great allegory of John, chapter fifteen, be realized? The 
Saviour has already told us in the twelfth chapter of 
John’s gospel. The corn of wheat must fall into the 
ground and die, else it abideth alone; but if it die, it 
will bear much fruit. It fell to Paul, the greatest of the 
interpreters of Christ, to develop the theological impli- 
cations of redemption. And with him it was never 
simply doctrine; it was ever a matter of life and 
experience. 

“T am crucified with . . .” gives us the key. This 


most passionate, most intense expression of faith in the 


New Testament is exceedingly personal and Pauline, 
yet utterly universal, for here the voice is simply the 
voice of faith. There can be no union with Christ 
except it be on the basis of the Cross. John fifteen needs 
Romans six as John nineteen needs Romans five. The 
Bible is as a living organism whose parts make a total 
life form. Jesus left it to vessels of His choice later 
elected (‘“He is a chosen vessel unto me,” Acts 9: 15) 
to develop the many implications of His death and 
Resurrection. 

Union with Christ of the “I am the vine and ye are 
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the branches” order, the bona fide Christian mysticism 
exemplified by the great peers of the Church down the 
ages, so rich in the fruits of sainthood, so awe-inspiring 
in its inevitable fruits of love and compassionate service 
rendered to mankind, must have as the warp and woof 
of its nature an ever expanding participation in the 
Cross of Christ. Nowhere is the Cross more in evidence 
than in John fifteen. The branch, says the Master, 
which beareth fruit must expect to be purged that it 
may bear more fruit. That is to say, there will be an 
ever deeper application of what has been called the 
radium of the Cross to the never wholly annihilated 
self-life which is forever clogging the channels of the 
Spirit, hindering the full manifestation of the Christ 
within. 

It was the great Teresa de Jesus, the greatest of the 
Spanish mystics, who cried, “Me muero porque no 
muero’’—I die because I do not die. Yes, I must die in 
order to live. The degree i in which the Vine will be 
able to manifest its life in me and through me will be 
measured by the degree of my identification with Christ 
in death and resurrection. Allegories are, after all, only 
allegories. They serve up to a.certain point, and then 
they fail. We are indeed united to Christ as the branch 
is united to the vine. But the branch has no will, and 
I do. I am a person—and that makes an infinite differ- 
ence. As a person, the power of the fallen nature, the 
old Adam life (the flesh, the self) is still in me. How 
difficult, for example, to control the tongue. How un- 
ruly it is; how it takes things into its own unruly hands; 
how it loves to sting one who differs from me or who 
may have offended me. How this self which flashes 
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into life through this rebellious member comes between 
me and my Saviour, who must be crowned Lord of all, 
even of the tongue. Now if I am to abide in Christ in 
an ever fuller way, what a long process of chastening is 
needed. The Holy Spirit must apply the Cross over 
and over, day in and day out. Again we turn to Paul. 
He says in 2 Corinthians 4: 11, ‘For we which live are 
alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal 
flesh.” 

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you. If ye were of the world the world 
would love his own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you.” Here again we are taken to 
Calvary. Not until the magnitude of the world’s hatred 
for Christ is displayed at the Cross, where man rose up 
against his God and with immeasurable hatred crucified 
Him, is the Christian in a position to understand the 
meaning of the Saviour’s verdict, “I have chosen you 
out of the world.” How clearly all this is stated in 
Paul’s passionate break with the world as he exclaims 
in the last chapter of the Galatian epistle, “God forbid 
that I should glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world.” 


XVI 
THE HOLY SPIRIT ILLUMINES CALVARY 


In cHapTer sixteen the Saviour, in the Upper Room, is 
speaking about the Comforter whom He promises to 
send. Pointing out the coming and the work of the 
Holy Spirit, He unveils the mystery, showing that it is 
all the fruit of His own great work of redemption. The 
Comforter does not come, as it were, on His own 
behalf. It is because of the Cross and, as we shall see, 
for the application of the Cross. 

This truth has already come to light in the foregoing 
chapters. The new birth (chapter three) which the 
Spirit effects, has the Cross as its source. ‘“And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent, so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: that whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have eternal life,” that is, might be born again. 
Nicodemus’ question, “How can these things be?” is 
answered by the Lord’s taking him to the Cross. Again 
in chapter seven where the Master speaks of the rivers 
of living water that would flow from the believer’s 
heart, we are told it was the Spirit to whom reference 
was made and that Jesus must first be glorified before 
the Spirit could be given. 

The Saviour speaks frankly, telling His disciples that 
it was expedient for Him to go away (“‘ye shall weep 
and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall 
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" a-criminal on an accursed tree. It is His mission to. 


Be ies not on me.” The measure of the world’s unbelief 
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~ be: ouoitel but your. sorrow shall. be eushed into S 
joy”). SE I go not away, the Comforter will not come. . 
unto you; but if I depart, I. will’ send him ‘unto. you. 
And when he is:come, he: will reprove the world of | 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” Here we © 
have the three great functions of the Holy Spirit. Let 
us look into’ each one inthe light of Calvary. The . 
Spirit, we are told; takes of the things of Christ to 
reveal them to the believer. He does’not speak of Him- 
self. .He throws. all His: light. on Christ.’ He guides 
‘the believer into all truth, It is His function to show — 
~ why the ‘Holy One, who by the ‘word of His power 
upholds the universe and: by whom all things. were 
made,: should choose to die the i ignominious death of 


_- unveil the Cross that men might see: it with’ the ad 
_ of God. 
‘He shall aprons the world of sin betaiise they be- : 


is Calvary. Adain’ s unbelief involved his turning away 
from God, deceived by Satan, to deify himself; and the. 
subsequent march of events are all an historical unfold-. 
ing of the race’s: pride and rebellion. ‘The Cross, the 
-culniination, where God and man clashed with an in-. 
tensity beyond measure, became the supreme:revelation 
for all the ages. Behold to what hellish depths of pride : 
and rebellion’ man’s unbelief has taken him. His sin. 
_ has reached such a shameless, such a heinous hatred of | 

~ God his Maker, who has loved him with an everlasting : 
love, that he spits in His face and crucifies Him, with-— 
out a qualm. Here is sin photographed: on its consum- 
mate levels: with all masks laid “aside. Here is sin 
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i declaring | before God and: angels, ‘man and devils, what : : “ ll 
lies in its bosom and what: its intrinsic: nature. is. Now = | 


itis. the function of the Holy: Spirit to-give us the truth; ne 
a stripped naked, as regards man and God—the truth 
-as-it comes to light on the awful: heights of Golgotha. : 
- The devil would like to-blind man. to truth, sugar- 
coat-his sin, and whisper words of peace based on 
man’s imagined poodhess culture and ethical achieve- 
ments... 
But it is thé faneien: of the’ Holy Spirit. t to prove 
to him that» all his badness, all. his wickedness has 


been. exposed and ; Projected upon Cavey for alk 


‘times: 
. The Holy Spitit, the Saviour said, would alas: reprove 

. the world of righteousness, because He was going to His 
Father. -But-how could a world so at enmity with God, « 
a world so. given up to self-deification be made'righteous? 
What hope can there be for one who crucifies his Lord? 
How ‘can one so infatuated . with. self be made-over? - 
Again we find the answer in the Cross. It was sucha 
One who there suffered and died—very God, vety man 
—and His death is tlie end of all sin. “Now once in the 
-ettd of the world hath he appeared. to. put away sin by . 

"the sacrifice of himself?” (Heb. 9:26). “He was wounded ~ 
for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities,” so 
wrote the prophet.of old. “He hath made. him to be:sin : 
for us, who knew tio sin, that we might | be made the 


righteousness. of God in him,” affirms the ; great Apostle. : - 
to: the Gentiles. ‘The strongest word in Holy Writ is. . 
that terrifying affirmation of the Galatian epistle where 


_ we are told that the Redeemer was made a curse that - 
- man might be redeemed from the curse = under which » 


“96 : ‘JouN. ‘LOOKS, AT THE, CROSS: 


he groans in shame. The sinner, convicted obs sin. ana : 


a : - burdened with an intolerable load of guilt, if he comes 
in faith to the foot of the Cross, finds himself not only. 
forgiven, reconciled to the Father and. justified; but he . 


"is entirely made over, for the ‘ ‘old man” is crucified 
= together with Christ: He becomes a new creation when 
~~. he receives: the unspeakable: gift of a crucified-resur-. 
“rected Saviour. Now, it is the function of ‘the Holy 
Spirit to make all this real to the sinner who turns to 
Christ for: salvation. It is He who: says, ‘Behold: the - 


in Lamb of God that taketh away. the sin of the world.” 
Were it not for the Spirit. and. His wondrous. work, 
~ man could never come into the amazing ‘inheritance 


which is wis because: of the finished work ofa a eae 
Saviour... 
“Then. finally, yea says, ths Holy Spirit reproves the’ 

= ‘sora of judgment because the prince of the world is _ 
~ judged. Satan did his: best (his worst) at Calvary. to. 
put the Son of God in such a ridiculous, such a horrible, 
~ such a loathsome position as to shatter His power over. 
_ the sons of men forever. Back of it all Satan was whip- 
"-ping up the passions of men:as they had -never before. : 

_ been inflamed in‘all the ages. He throws in everything 2 
“he ‘has: (and-he has plenty) of mockery, -oppression, 
deception, hate, ‘darkness, shame and death.. But this 
i One, the object of Satan’s wrath, is no mere:man. This 
is the: Word made flesh. And for this: ‘purpose, to meet - 


the prince of darkness on his « own ground, to meet: him 


as a man, He came. It was a man (representative man) - 


a who through : sin had made common.cause. with Satan, 


bowing to his usurped sovereignty. Therefore,-only a 


” _ man could turn the tables and indo’ the work. of the 


oo 
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ve Adam. Jesus did it on. the Cross where through. Hig 0025. 


obedience unto ‘death. He reversed the whole process « of ce 


“nature (man’s nature), baptizing man of whose ‘nature 
_ He had become the participant, into death, and ‘$0. 
. . liberating him from the power of the evil one.: By His: 
death: and Resurrection. He forged a humanity over 


which Satan has no power because in death the devil’s 
claims oh man, based on a common pride and rebellion, 
were annihilated. “Through death,” as we have it in 
_ Hebrews, “he destroyed him who. has the power of.’ 
~ death, that is, the devil.” Satan is the accuser of the 
brethren, but what can he say to those who have washed 
their. garments, as in Revelation 7: 14, and made them 
. white in the blood of the Lamb? a 
Now it is the mission of the Holy Spirit. to convince 
the world. of this’ fact; namely, that her prince isa. 
defeated: foe. It appears that he has come down with — 
_ a great wrath today, for he knows. his time is short. 
There are places where his power: is such that no one 
_ dares resist him, but let the Christian put on the whole 


armour of God and, identified with the crucified-resur-’ 


- fected Son of God, give the command of faith. Te he 


doubts not in his heart, the mountain of Satanic oppres- Oe 


sion will be removed and cast into the depths. of the sea;. 
for the enemy knows that on Calvary’s Cross Jesus, the 
Lord, stripped him of all his authority and that the 


humblest believer is more than conqueror through Him. : 


who. loved him. It is the mission of the Comforter to 

bear witness to this fact and to help the believer-in his 
infirmities, for He assures him that Jesus his Lord has oe 
i triumphed; therefore: he, too, -has already triumphed: e 
potentially. “He: rings to. the remembrance: of: the 
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: believer: the word. of the Master, “Behold, ak give unto 
_ you power [in the. Greek, ‘authority’ to tread on. 
Serpents and ‘scorpions, and over all the power of the 2 

enemy: and nonin shall a ey means hurt. Sie 


cee 10: bee 


av 
THE. CROSS AND THE ONENESS OF 
: oe _ BELIEVERS mo 


_ IN CHAPTER seventeen of John’s gospel we have ‘the 
” Saviour’s high-priestly prayer for the oneness of all true | 
- believers, that they might be one even as He and the 


_. Father are one. He did not pray for just a superficial 


Union with a. common government, name, source of 
material ‘maintenance, tradition and Biblical. émphasis, 
- such as is found in our so-called church’ denominations : 
_ —but for-such a spiritual communion of love, a oneness. 
so real; so holy and so divine as to reflect. the oneness 
of the Godhead, the three-in-one of the holy Trinity. . 
The reason stated was’ not simply of a sentimental 
nature; something with reference to joy or to beauty’ 
_or to peace. No, it was the most practical’reason that — 
: could ‘be conceived. It had to do with the universal 


: purposes of redemption, the furtherance of the King- : 


dom, the salvation of the lost. “As thou, F. ather, artin' - 
me, and-I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that 


‘the world. may. believe that thou hast'sentme...Iin 
them, and thou in me, that they may be made ott Se 


_ in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me” . 


John 17: 21-23). In. other words, the purpose of the ae 


Redeemer’ ‘S scoming, namely, the salvation of fouls, was ~ 
pone : 99. : 
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at stake. World missions are dependent upon this one- 
ness of believers. The Kingdom cannot advance with- 
out it. The world will know that Jesus is Lord, sent 
of the Father to redeem mankind, if Christians stand 
united in an indissoluble bond of perfect love such as 
unites the Father and the Son. Herein lies the reason 
why so many millions are still out of Christ, without 
hope and without God—we Christians are not one in 
spirit. Why are we not united? 

Many answers, of course, can be given for the divided 
Christendom that, because of its divisions and strife, 
is not able to hold back the floods of wickedness which 
threaten to destroy the world, much less bring the 
world under Christ’s blessed sovereignty. The con- 
tention of many is: How can we be united with 
different names, different traditions, different sources 
of income, different ecclesiastical governments and 
authorities? Some would excuse our rivalries and strife 
by seeking to make a virtue out of what, upon the 
Saviour’s own authority, is a vice, saying, “We must 
have innumerable sects so that we can all think as we 
please as to doctrine, practice and Scripture.” But justi- 
fication in view of the Saviour’s high-priestly prayer for 
the Babel of tongues with its growing confusion and 
chaos, there is none; nor will such ever be found. 

Was the Master under a delusion, praying for an 
utterly unattainable ideal? That human nature, as such, 
makes such a goal an idle dream, we are quite willing 
to grant. “From whence come wars,” asks the sacred 
writer, “and fightings among you? come they not 
hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?” 
(James 4: 1). We dare say that ecclesiastical rivalries 
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spring from the same abominable source. But is there 
nothing in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that can 
liberate men from the selfishness so common to the 
race that they may lose themselves in a great objective 
outside themselves? 

Our rivalries and religious strife spring from the fact 
that we Christians have never fully entered into the 
life which Christ our Lord provides. It is a life out of 
death. We are committed\by faith to a position of co- 
crucifixion, but we reject the implications of Romans 
six; hence the dominion of the flesh, the hotbed of an 
ever-multiplying brood of dissensions and quarrels. 

It all comes to light in the Ephesian epistle, the second 
chapter, where we are told that the Lord through His 
bitter suffering and death broke down the middle wall 
of partition between Jew and Gentile, “Having abolished 
in his flesh the enmity . . . to make in himself of twain 
one new man.” By the Cross He slew the enmity ‘‘that 
he might reconcile both unto God in one body, so 
making peace.” It is in and through the Cross, the 
Apostle tells us in effect, that the Redeemer’s prayer for 
the oneness of believers is to be effected. “He died for 
all that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him who died for them and rose 
again” (2 Cor.5: 15). In the classic passage in Galatians 
chapter five where the works of the flesh, a hortible 
brood, are contrasted with the fruit of the Spirit with 
its Christly virtues, we are categorically reminded of 
the fact that “they that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh.” You cannot read this fearless description of “the 
flesh” without realizing how explosive its nature and. 
how potent it is in the production of an infinite variety 
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~ of dissensions, divisions, ‘rivalries, quarrels and back- 
-. bitings. Our divisions, says the Apostle in effect, spring 
-from: uncrucified flesh. There is no hope save-in a. 
deeper application of the Cross of Christ to our fallen 
Adamic nature. oi 
- The kind of unity our Saviour prayed for is only pos- 2 
sible. among those who have experienced a deep inner. 
crucifixion. When-all our-religious pride, all our eccle- : 
siastical ambitions, all our prejudices, all our denomina-. ~ 
tional bigotry, all our self-life with its shams, istaken. . 
- to.the Cross and committed to death with the Crucified, 
- whose death was not only for our justification but, as 
we read in Romans six, to put an end to the old creation — 
with its rebelliousness and its pride, the Saviour’s high. _ 
priestly prayer is realized without ‘effort. Se 
~. ‘The new creation has no life but Christ. “For me to © 
live is Christ,” affirmed the Apostle.. It is no longer I, 
but Christ who lives in me. Stand with Paul according - 
to Galatians 2: 20. Mean it so thoroughly that the Holy - 
Spirit can make it a glorious reality in éxperience, and - 
you will find to your surprise an infinite capacity to 
stand united with all true Christians regardless of vast 
differences in name, form, government and what not. 
You will find yourself possessed of a holy passion for — 

the unity of the body of Christ along with a willingness 
to die rather than to mar that unity. “You will give the | 
right hand of fellowship to believers you would, but for 
the*Cross you have in common with your Saviour, look - 
_ down.upon with infinite condescension, if not contempt. 
“Jesus needed not:that any should testify of man, for « 
He knew what was in man. He did not commit Him- 

self unto them (the Jews) for He knew all'men, so writes 


a 
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John in chapter two’of his gospel. He did not offer His oes. 


~high-priestly prayer without a perfect knowledge of the : 
immeasurable potency of man’s fleshly nature as regards. 
contentions and strife. He knew how men love to split 


“up into warring groups each determined to prove that 


it is right, let the cost be what it may. But He offered — 
the prayer and expected its fulfilment since He was on 
~~ the way to the Cross, where He would release the dyna-- 

- wnite of God (“The Word of the Cross is the power [in 


the Greek dunamis or dynamite] of God,” 1 Corinthians “- 


_ 1:18) for the destruction of the walls of separation, the 
_ fruit of pride. He staked His all-on Calvary. The 
Church is rent with strife and religious rivalries because 
she has not entered into the full meaning of the Cross. 
_ When. she does, the Saviour’s prayer will be answered. . 


XVI 


THE cuP WHICH MY. FATHER HATH 
Poe GIVEN ME oe 


> Tink purpose a: this s book; ‘as “wet in: the first choice . 


is to. point out. that John,. as he begins his gospel. and _ 
through the narrative, ‘stands-in the full light of the 


-. Saviour’s deity: viewing all things from the standpoint 


of the: Cross. He gives us the beginning as seen: from 
the'end.: To him the end interprets the beginning, for 
“itis he who, i in the Apocalypse, affirms that the Lamb 
_ was “slain from the foundation of the world”. 
- Now in chapter eighteen we see the Saviour march, 
as it were, to the altar of sacrifice saying, “In the volume 
“of the book it. is written of me, Behold I come to do 
_ thy: will.” “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that 
_ should come upon him, went forth...” (John 18: 4). 
He goes ‘to meet the enemy.’ “John does not give us 
the details of Gethsemane’s agony, perhaps: because it. 
“seems to be: his rule not to, repeat what others had» 
"written. But we see “the garden into which he entered, 
“and his disciples. ” Tt is here that the battle is fought 
and won, not, however, without the sweat of .blood,. 
great: drops falling to the ground. No, there was nothing 
mechanical about it. ‘The Son as man could well have | 
_ wished, ah,.we scan’ never know how earnestly, how . 
oe peltcnat ly that the: oF might ae for who could 
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Ss : conceive the depths of meaning in the Word that He oe a : 
was made sin for us, yea, a curse. ‘The ‘sin. of - the 


°- world... .He who may ‘have innocently suffered one 7 
ae trifle for the sin of another, and who recalls the horror 


and the pain of: his: ‘vicarious agony may, perhaps, enter 


CS Gato. degree.. But no, this is the Lamb, of God a 


upon | whose sacred brow the Hand that governs: the 
‘universe: is about to discharge. sins’ as innumerable as’. - 
the. grains of sand beside the seas of the earth. “He 
who spared not. his. own: Son but: delivered him. up. for 
us aloe 2h: 
“The. battle j is fought thd won, 1 repeat, ‘in the perden: 
It j is not possible: that: the cup pass. It must be drunk 


~. to the very dregs. “Not my will, but thine be done.” 


~ Victorious, the Saviour (the Lion.of the tribe of Judah) . 
goes forth to meet the rabble guided by Judas. But His 
_ holy. presence. was more than they could bear. They 


seek Jesus, but when He cries, “I am he,” and steps 


forward to give Himself MPs ey went backward and : 
‘fell to the ground.” : 

‘We do not propose to go into deals: as. sepands the . 
midnight trial before Annas and Caiaphas, the. high 


priest, and the events which led up to the crucifixion of 


our Lord. It is: the impetuous Peter who draws his f 


_ sword and smites the high priest’s servant, Malchus, oo Toe 


- giving us, though mistaken and unconscious of the fact, 
- the key which unlocks the door:that leads to Calvary’s 


ae deepest, most significant treasure: “Put up thy sword: 


into the sheath,” orders. the Master, with an: authority 
anda majesty no circumstance can. hide, “‘the- “cup: 


which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink ines ; | 
» The: ‘Saviour: refuses to 0: Jook at E second causes. He 
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looks only at the first cause. He does not see Pharisees 
- and priests, soldiers with swords and spears, Judas and 
the rabble. From the human standpoint it was Jewish 
bigotry. the envy of priests, the treachery of the traitor- 
Apostle greedy of gain, the uncouth rabble blinded by 
passion, which had precipitated the events of this hellish 
combination of circumstances that culminated in the 
slaying of the Son of God, in the most ignominious 
form ever invented upon this wicked earth. But Jesus, 
though fully aware of the development of events and 
their causes from the human angle, looks beyond and 
sees the unfolding of the Father’s purpose. ““The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” 
It does not remove a single bitter dreg from the awful 
cup. No, but oh the comfort for the Master to know 
that it is the Father’s hand that is upon every circum- 
stance. Not that the Father inspired the hate and the 
treachery, the thorn crown and the rest—the powers of 
darkness were responsible for all that—and no one 
realized it more fully than the Saviour, for He said, 
“This is your hour and the power of darkness.” Satan 
was moving all hell against the Son of God. He entered 
into Judas; he sifted Peter and fanned Jewish religious 
bigotry to a white heat the like of which was never 
before known. 

The Saviour sees it all and ee its hellish source. 
But the heavenly Father, who has sovereign control of 
the universe and utter dominion in the affairs of men, 


reigns supreme. He has not placed a single piece of - 


wood in this infernal flame, but He has permitted it 
and therefore willed it—permissively. Was it not in 
His thought when back in the garden, man having 


onthe pac falco erg Fn id kee apg 


sae n sain RBIs ce 


irbnnecrmtngmatneat cee agement 8 SETI 


THE CUP MY FATHER HATH GIVEN ME 107 


made common cause with Satan through sin, the 
promise of a Saviour was given? Peter saw it on the 
day of Pentecost when, facing the same rabble, he 
exclaimed, “Him, delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by © 
wicked hands have crucified and slain.” The hands 
of men are there, no doubt, and more devilishly wicked 
they could not be; but the hand of God is also there. 
Jesus sees it and rests sublimely in the midst of the 
blast of the terrible. “The cup which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it?” 

That we are in the presence of a great mystery, it 
would be -folly to deny. But let theologians speak 
learnedly, if they will, about predestination and the 
freedom of mian. It were best to acknowledge mys- 
teries, where they exist, as such, and leave them with 
God. “What is that to thee, follow thou me.” 

So we leave the mystery with God and hasten on 
to what really does concern us. Much has been said 
and written about the meaning of the Cross. That, 
too, is as it should be, for nothing in the pages of 
history can compare with it, but it is doubtful if man 
will ever be able to grasp all of its meaning. The 
mind unenlightened by the Holy Spirit will ever 
stumble here. Paul’s verdict was that it is foolishness 
to men. It is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise” (1 Cor. 1: 19). Let’s be wise indeed and take 
God’s verdict about a matter which He alone can 
understand; for, after all, “The foolishness of God is 
wiser than men” (x Cor. 1: 25), and “It pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that be- 
lieve” (x Cor. 1: 21). 
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But Paul is not just talking about preaching. When 
we study the entire passage, we discover that he is talk- 
ing about the preaching of the Cross—the power of 
God, as he speaks of it in verse eighteen. ‘“We preach 
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness, but unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God” (x Cor. 1: 23, 24). 

How much vain, superficial babble we would have 
been spared if preachers of the Gospel and those who 
write about this matter would have been willing to 
acknowledge along with Jesus that the cup was placed 


in His hands by the Father. When we accept this fact; 


namely, that the Cross is the word of God. His master- 
piece into which He pours all His love and wisdom 
and power, all the mysteries are solved; and what is 
infinitely more significant, the power of God for the 
salvation of the sinner is released. 

The entire Bible is resonant with the fact that the 
Saviour’s bitter sufferings of death were to put away 
the sin of the world. There are those who do not 
like John’s mode of expressing it, but as he says in his 
first epistle the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. No 
sinner who enjoys actual forgiveness, justification and 
acceptance with God, ever objected to this apostolic, 
Biblical mode of expressing redemption. It is the cold- 
blooded theologian who, often a stranger to redeem- 
ing grace, puts his opinion above the inspired Prophets 
and Apostles of Holy Writ, rejecting the fact of blood 
atonement. There is only one ground that is safe. Jesus 
Himself took it that awful night—““The cup which my 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” 
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So none but God can tell us the actual meaning of 
the cup. Since the Cross is foolishness to the wisdom 
of men, let us embrace the foolishness of God which 
is wiser than men. The millions upon millions of re- 
deemed souls who are round about the throne of God 
understand, for they, with God’s eyes, see the deepest 
mystery of Calvary unfold before their heavenly vision, 
and they sing the new song saying, “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing. Thou art worthy .. . for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation” (Rev. 


5: 9-12). 


XIX 
IT IS FINISHED 


WE HAVE come to éfie scene of thé Crucifixion. “It is 
finished .. .”” Never was there so momentous a word, 
nor will there ever be ought to surpass it. This is the 
greatest moment, not only in the history of mankind, 
but in the whole moral history of God. Here we 


have God’s masterpiece, His most sublime achievement, | 


which will stand as such for all the ages to come. 

~ One is struck by the fact that neither John nor any 
of the synoptic writers, moved as they were by the 
Holy Spirit, seek to go into the details of the Saviour’s 
physical sufferings. These, inconceivably great as they 
“were, were but a meagre reflection of a far deeper agony 
of a cosmic order. This was not mere martyrdom. This 
was not mere devotion to a sublime cause which accepts 
everything i in demure resignation for love’s sake. This 
was no mere example of self-sacrifice which we are to 
follow. This was no effort to bring men to repentance 
by a moral persuasion enforced by the sufferings of the 
Son of God. All man’s theories concerning the atone- 
ment—and there are many—break down when all the 
facts that have to do with the Cross are taken into - 
account. 

This is God suffering for the sins of the world. “God 
was in chet reconciling the world unto himself . 
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He who knew no sin was made sin for us, that we 
' might be made the righteousness of God in him... 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us .. . We have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.”” Only such 
strong terms as these found in Paul’s-epistles are really 
adequate as we séek the meaning of Calvary, for Paul’s 
utterances are inspired by the Holy Spirit, whose mis- 
sion it is to take of the things of Christ and reveal them ' 
to the heart of the believer. We are grateful to St. John 
for every word he has given us coricerning the Cruci- 
fixion scene. It is to him that we are indebted for the 
conservation of that most meaningful of the seven 
last words of our infinitely adorable Saviour as He 
spoke from the Cross—‘“It is finished’”—words uttered, 
Matthew tells us, with a loud cry. Little wonder that - 
the earth did quake, that the rocks were rent, that the 
veil of the temple was rent in twain from top to bottom. 
Little wonder that the graves were opened and that 
many bodies of the saints which slept arose. Little 
wonder that the captain of the Roman guard, seeing 
these things, should fear greatly and cry out saying, 
“Truly this was the Son of God.” But in order to 
réach the deepest meaning of the Saviour’s triumphant 
cry which marked the consummation of His work as 
- the world’s Redeemer, we must turn to the epistles of 
the Apostle Paul. Here it is that the veil is drawn 
aside and we see as by the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit that, mocked by the rabble, jeered with im- 
measurable hatred and scorn by the Pharisees and 
priests, reviled by the Jewish authorities, our Lord in 
His Passion and His unfathomable agony on the 
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‘accursed tree, died for the destruction of the works of 

the prince of darkness and for the redemption of the 
world. St. John ‘himself, as he writes his first epistle 
general to the churches, says that the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin. And we may be sure 
that he says this not as a theologian theorizing as 
regards the meaning of the Redeemer’s bitter suffer- 
ing and death on Calvary’s Cross, but as one who, 
along with unnumbered millions across the centuries, 
had experienced the peace which comes to all those 
who with their burden of sin and guilt have cast 
themselves upon the mercy of God as revealed in the 
Crucified. . 

“Tt is finished.” It is either this, God’s triumph over 
sin, with all it means for an enslaved humanity under 
the curse of sin, or else we have’ here the most tragic 
miscarriage of justice ever known in this poor world, 
so besmirched with wrongdoing and injustice. If the 
One who went about doing such marvellous deeds of 
mercy, harming no one, blessing all, came to so horrible 
an end, forsaken of God even as He was hated and 
reviled and rejected by men; if no more meaning than 
that of devotion to the cause of alleviating human 
misery can be found in the Saviour’s Cross; if we 
eliminate the great benefits in relation to man’s eternal 
welfare in the matter of the remission of sins, recon- 
ciliation and redemption—then the very opposite from 
what we find to be the fruit of Calvary would issue 
therefrom. Despair, unbelief, chaos, rejection of the 
thought of God’s providence and love, would be the 
natural results. If the only truly good man who ever 
lived, obeying God perfectly and serving his fellowmen, 
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should come to such an indescribably bitter end, des- 
pised as no one has ever been, rejected by His own 
_ hation with a loathing and a violence unknown before, 
frowned upon by the very. heavens, and overcome 
(seemingly) by the legions of hell; then by all that is 
right and true we must say, ‘““What’s the use? There 
is no divine order of providence. All is a lie. Better 
to eat, drink, and be merry. Better. to forget God and 
any duty to man.” 

- But such has not been the effect of the Redeemer’s 
Cross. The Church stands and is doing the work of 
God in ministering to broken hearts. the world over. 
Christians find in the Redeemer’s Cross the divine 
pledge of the remission of their sins, the highest in- 
centive to holy living, to faith in God, love for their 
fellowmen, to self-sacrifice and to- obedience to the 
Father’s will, cost what it may. The Cross is the 
supreme revelation of God’s own glory because when 
the cry, “It is finished,” went up to heaven from the 
Saviour’s lips (yea, and down into hell), in very deed 
and truth a new foundation was laid for the life of 
the world. In the light of the Saviour’s Resurrection, 
by the affirmations of Holy Writ, and the illumination 
of the Holy Ghost, sinners who have experienced re- 
demption by His power know it is so. This cry was 
the death knell of the old order, for the old man was 
crucified together with Christ. We have itexpressed 
with divine power and beauty in these words of the 
Apostle, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary to us, [He] 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; and having 
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of 
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them openly, triumphing over them in it [the Cross]” 
(Col. 2: 14-15). . 

One cannot but admire Pilate’s determination even as 
one detests his cowardice—the determination he mani- 
fested after he had handed Jesus over to the will of the 
Jews and ordered His crucifixion by the Roman guard. 
He wrote a title and had it put on the cross—‘Jesus of 
Nazareth the King of the Jews.” John tells us that 
“this title read many of the Jews.” It was written in 
Hebrew, and Greek and Latin. How it must have 
stung. Pilate, no doubt, found a secret glee in having 
been able to avenge himself of the Jews. They felt it 
keenly, for we read that the chief priests hurried off 
to interview Pilate, begging him to change the title. 
“Write not,” they pleaded, “the King of the Jews, but 
that he said, I am the King of the Jews.” “Pilate 
answered,” writes John, “What I have written, I have 
written.” It is well that Pilate stiffened. Whether it 
was a desire for revenge or a belated acknowledgment 
of what he felt was true and shamefully wished to 
uphold, though too late, we do not know. 

We do know, however, that the title could not have 
read otherwise. God in heaven would not have per- 
mitted it. Jesus was indeed the King of the Jews. Yea 
more, He was the King of kings. And, we may add, 
He was never more kingly than in that hour, never 
more royal than when on Calvary’s Cross He cried, “It 
is finished.” He reigns from the tree. What a throne 
the Cross! What a crown the crown of thorns! Earth 
could not have crowned Him more fittingly; for His 
immeasurable love had embraced all mankind and, 
identifying itself with the sins of all, had suffered “the 
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Just for the unjust,” making peace in a full discharge 
of the guilt of the whole world through His bitter 
suffering and death. The thorns were our sins, the 
scorning the recompense of our guilt, the nails which 
pierced His quivering hands, the stripes by which we 
are healed. 

Little wonder that we should read as we do in the 
twenty-fourth Psalm the record of the Saviour’s recep- 
tion, when He had risen and ascended into heaven, 
in such overwhelming terms. 


“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, 
ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come 
in. Who is this King of glory? ‘The Lord strong and 
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King 
of ay? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
Selah.” 


| XX 
JESUS IDENTIFIES HIMSELF—BY HIS CROSS 


Tue thought may come, “But this study on the cen- 
trality of the Cross in John’s gospel must close with 
chapter nineteen, What has the Cross to do with the 
Resurrection?”’ However, this is a tragic mistake. We 
do not leave the Cross when we enter upon the Resur- 
rection—even as Jesus did not leave it—for the Cross 
is in the Resurrection, even as the power of the Resur- 
rection was in the Cross. We have here what Maybie 
calls “the death-resurrection-mid-process.” In a sensé 
they are one. 

John brings this out in the arrangement of his material 
of the Resurrection story. Jesus appears to His disciples 
in the Upper Room, Thomas the so-called “doubting 
Apostle” being absent, and identifies Himself by means 
of His wounds. He shows them His hands and His 
feet. Great is the joy of the Apostles, but when later 
this is reported to Thomas he registers a determined 
opposition to such wild tales. Like'some of our modern 
doubters, he refuses to be swept off his feet, as it were, 
by hallucinations. “Except I’see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger. into the print of the 


nails and thrust my hand into his side, I will not be-. ' 


lieve.” We are wont to rail at the unbelieving Apostle, 


and in a sense his attitude was reprehensive, for Jesus =} 
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reproved him when He appeared again to the Apostles 
seven days later, Thomas being present. But it must 
be noted that the Saviour did give Thomas exactly what 
he demanded. Exactly that.. He acceded absolutely, in 
the most submissive fashion, to his wishes. Why? 

The reason is that there was something exceedingly 
sane and right in Thomas’s demand, which is of vast 
importance for all the ages. Woe unto the. Christian 
who fails to act as did this doubting disciple. There are 
honest doubts which are the prelude to a sounder i 
and here is one of them. 

The. crux of the matter is simple fades There are 
false Christs. The Saviour said there would be. They 
cry; “Lo here, and lo theré.”” They work miracles, yea, 
signs and wonders. They deceive many, taking them 
unawares by a clever hoax. They would deceive, were 
' it possible, the very elect (see Matt. 24: 23-24). Jesus 
bade His disciples to be on their guard and to believe 
them not. It is no surprise, then, that it should be John 
himself who in another setting warns believers. “Be- 
- lieve not every spirit,” he says, “but try the spirits 
whether they be of God, because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world” (1 John 5: 1). No, Thomas 
was not altogether wrong in testing this matter. If he 
had been, the Saviour would not have acceded to his 
demands. 

- Now the perfect mark of feckthe Gon was ee was. 
demanded. I must see the print of the nails; I must 
be permitted to touch them. I can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the privilege of thrusting my hand 
into my Redeemer’s wounded side. My Christ is. the 
Crucified—I will have no other. 
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“Little. wonder: that Jesus should: give this. hard- headed 


disciple of His, who-so. boldly. demanded. such an 


amazing thing, the proof without which he declared 
he would never believe. There are ‘innumerable Christs, 
false ‘to. the core, abroad today. 'Thomas’s experience 


‘would be of incalculable value for the centuries to. come. 
~ “Reach hither’ thy finger, and behold: my hands,” says 


the Saviour when. again He appears-to the disciples, 


“Thomas being present,“ “and ‘reach hither thy hand; 
and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but 
believing.” Jesus gives Thomas all that -he asks, all to. 
the last detail. Why? Because He Himself had warned 


the disciples against: false Christs; and here was the 


o* perfect mark of identification which’ charlatans and 


impostors, however great and many the: signs and 


.. wonders by, which they: would deceive. the unary, 
~ could never imitate. 


~ Paul is’ in, ‘accord with all ‘this: He Aneeained to-- 


. know nothing ; among the Corinthians save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified, He exclaims with holy zeal, “God 


forbid that I should glory save in the Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” John carries this fact, which Thomas’s 
doubts bring to such a clear. focus, to all its logical con- 
clusions in his great work which we call. the Apocalypse. 

The omnipotent Christ, who. sits .on the throne, is. “a 
Lamb as it had been slain. ” "The: Apostles. are the 
Apostles of the Lamb. The millions of redeemed are in 
the’ presence of God-and are led to fountains of living 
water, because they have washed their garments and 


‘made them white in the blood of the Lamb. All things 


move - to. the: great consummation of the ages, the 
Se supper of the Lamb slain from the foundation 


“jesus IDENTIFIES HIMSELF, o ug a 


: of the: ‘world. ‘And the river of water. ‘of life, which ig : ; 
- for the redeemed, proceedeth not only fromthe throne 
but from the Lamb. John ‘néver fails to ‘identify the 


Redeemer. He is none other than the Crucified: by. 
whose precious blood we-have been washed and loosed” 


from our sins. - 


~The Church would da well in this day of false Christ 
-(Christs who work wonders but do not bear the marks 
~ of Calvary), to take up the cry of the doubting disciple. 
She wants: power but shuns the Cross. She glories in 
~~ architecture and ritual, cathedrals and wealth, but she’ 
is. a stranger. to the Cross... She pretends to heal. the 
sick but fears to point them to the sort of thing we find 
in Galatians 2:20 or Romans 6. She would be aflame 


with ‘evangelistic zeal, but it must be on the basis, as 


_ Tozer.writes, of froth and frolic with a studied evasion | 


'. of such New Testament doctrines as co-crucifixion, an 


_ experience forever pressed pon’ believers Py the Apentle 
to the Gentiles. 

- Thomas exclaims in hieble: see eon: “My ‘Lord 
and. my God.” But it is the Crucified wite claims. his. 


' heart and his all: True, He has now risen and shame 
~and'death are over forever. True, He says, “Behold I 


am: alive for evermore.” Indeed, all authority has been 
given to Him in heaven and upon earth. With the . 
_weiter of the Hebrew epistle we acknowledge the fact. 

that He sustains the universe with the word of His 


power. We give a hearty Amen tothe Colossian affirma- 


. tioh, so amazing and so awful, to. the effect that not © 

only were all things made by Him, but for Him. wees 
_. But all this only enhances the glory of the Cross. 
; Christ still. bee the marks of it, and will ‘bear them 


Qa 


: Cross: ‘Tt is ‘still, ‘as Paul found. it in his day, foolish- 
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oo for over. ‘The throne has a alory all its own; ‘but: remem- 
ber; it is not in spite of. Calvary but: because of the 


“ness to’ the worldly wise; if ‘they ‘conceive of God at 
all, it is in: terms of majesty and power. But. the. 
Christian’ s God ' was crucified for sinners and unfolds : 
~ His glory in'a love: that went all the way to Golgotha, . 
reaching a moral excellence which :for: all eternity will 
be the supreme ‘revelation of the character of God. 
“God was in Christ,” writes Paul to the Corinthians 
i? “reconciling the world unto Himself. Through the 
‘blood of his cross he reconciled all things unto himself, 
- whether they be. things‘ in heaven ¢ or-on. cet ‘Cal. ; 
“Tt 20). a 
~ Calvary. cahanees the alory’ of sie Throne aia will 
forever be the ‘expression’ ‘of its ineffable beauty: and 
_ power, for the fruits of the Cross will be there conserved 
eternally. The word of the Cross is indeed “the see 
: of hs and. the wisdom of God.” ee 


te Mages 


"WHITHER THOU WOULDEST NoT 


We HAVE ‘come to ithe closing chapter [ John’s pe 
In view of the fact that he seems to have closed his 


manuscript with the words of 20: 30, 31, “And many. 


other signs'truly did. Jesus i in the presence of his disciples: 
which are. not written in this book: But these are 
written that. ye might believe that: Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 


eos through his name,” it-is generally felt that John added ~ 
os chapter twenty-one later. It seems to be that when.a 
~ very old man ready to die, the need -arose of John’s 


‘clearing up. a: certain confusion regarding his own 


death, because. it was quite. generally believed | the ie 


Saviour had said he would not die. ‘The belief persisted 
in spite of John’s insisterice that Jesus had said no such. 


8 thing, but only that he would tarry till He, the Saviour, | 


-. should ‘come. The prophecy was fulfilled when‘ many 
_-years later on the Isle of Patmos John saw Jesus, who 
came to. give him the visions and: revelations we: have 
; in. the closing book. of the Bible. : ? 
Is there. also:in this final word of John’s. poeple ao 
_ finger: pointing to the Cross, or would it:-be best’ to’ ~ 
close ‘this: study: at chapter. twenty? No, we do. have 


until. the very end a looking to. the Cross. -It:i is ‘even 


as C. A. Fox once wrote, the resurrection life gravitates 


“Y21 
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back to the Cross. Paul, in the power of the, Saviour’s 
Resurrection, would be made conformable unto His 


death, as we read in Philippians 3: 10. To die you : 


must first have life. And we have life in Christ our 
Lord that as corns of wheat we might fall into the 
ground and die. re 

It comes out most beautifully in John’s account of the 
Saviour’s dealings with Peter, the spokesman of the 
twelve who had so shamefully denied Him three times, 
and in the final denial with an oath. We know from 
Mark’s gospel that Peter was singled out for special 
consideration by the angels, who sent the women from 
the open grave to the disciples with the message of 
the Resurrection. But that is not all. Jesus Himself, 
burdened with the tragic condition of this one so dear 
to Him overcome by Satan and endangered of being 
~ swallowed up in a sea of remorse, sought out the 


stricken Apostle that He might restore him fully to _ a | 


his apostleship and to communion. with His Lord. 

It is a most moving scene—the futile night of fishing 
after Peter’s return to the old life with the ill-boding 
declaration, “I go a-fishing.” The disciples, not yet 
fully established according to the Resurrection, accom: 
panying him, drawn down into the undertow of 
_ Simon’s frustration. The wretched night of fishing, 
_ leaving them in yet deeper discouragement, for they 
caught nothing. And then Jesus appearing on shore in 


a the early morning concerned for the welfare of His 


disciples, and most especially for Peter. “‘Children, have 
ye any meat?” And then, after their sad reply, the 


_wondrous command so reminiscent of other days and 
of One so lofty and so dear, “Cast the net on the right 
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‘ side of the ship and ye shall find.” The mighty haul 
which the disciples were unable to draw for the multi- 
tude of fishes. And then the strange symbolic numbers 
—the first speaking of the hundredfold fruit of the 

_ parable they once heard from the Master’s lips, the fifty 
of a number so meaningful: to Jews and later also to 
Christians, and the three of the mystery of the Trinity. 
Then there was the breakfast prepared by the Saviour, = 
Peter’s unceremonious plunge into the sea, overwhelmed 
with a desire to get to the Saviour without any delay. 
And finally, the breath-taking interview. What a scene! 

“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” Yes, it had 
to be put to the trembling disciple three times, for thrice 
he had denied his Lord. Not that Jesus would wish to 

wound him with this:piercing reminder—on the con- 
trary, His aim is'to restore with utmost tenderness His 
erring Apostle. “Feed my lambs,” clinches the restora- 
tion. And yet the denial could not be passed over as 
though it had not been, for that would be a denial of 
truth unthinkable for the Master. Still, Jesus would 
settle the account with the least possible embarrassment 
for Peter; so the question, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me?” is put three times. How it stung. But the 
wound..was opened only to make sure of a thorough 

- disinfecting. The healing oil was poured in at once. 

“Feed my sheep.” . or 

And now we come to the Cross. Love for Jesus leads 
to the Cross, for it is love that makes of two, one. To 
be united to Jesus means a participation in His Cross. 

We see it in Paul, who counted all things but loss for 

the excellency of the knowledge of Christ his Lord for 

whom he had suffered the loss of all things, holding 
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a ‘them a as s aothiag more’than: dung that. he night win 


- Christ. “Iam: crucified with: Christ,” 2: he: declares, 
one “nevertheless I Meee and yet” not. L but Christ liveth 

in mie.’ : 
- Peter, £685. must’ sdadeérsteitd hak it eu: ‘mean, 
‘Verily,: verily, I say unto thee, When. thou. wast 
young, thou girdedst thyself and walkedst whither 
thou wouldest: ‘but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt 
- stretch: forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, - 
and carry thee whither thou: wouldest not.” Now lest 
wei fail. to grasp the true: ‘meaning of: the Saviour’s 
words, John, who is ever: interpreting as a theologian, 
adds, “ ‘This: spake. he, ‘signifying by what. death: he 
- should glorify God.” Tradition: tells that when. the 
hour of crucifixion: came, Peter asked that it might be 
“with his head down, for he felt unworthy to die ‘as . 
_ did his Lord. ‘Be ‘that as it ‘may, the fact’remains that ; 
we: have it on the authority of Jesus: that Peter would 


“die, as many of the carly (Christians did, the death of 


ees 
~ It -was only. right that the Satione should: take chim 
to the Cross, for his very shame, his base denial and 
execrable defeat were the logical sequence of that early 
refusal‘of the Cross. He made such:a magnificent con- — 
-.fession, saying, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
- living God.” And the Saviour had recommended : ‘him 
$0. highly with. the words, ‘Blessed: art thou; Simon 
~ Barjona, for flesh and blood. hath not: revealed it unto ~ 
> thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” However, 
- when Jesus had sought to lead him to the crowning 
experience, the: Son. of God’s supreme glory, saying 


that He must “‘go unto Jerusalem and suffer . . and be 
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- ie arid be raised: again the. third day,” Peter. “toole 


Jesus aside and. began to rebuke: Him. The Saviour’ ae ee 
~~ “Get thee behind ne; ‘Satan,” was not too harsh, for’ 

indeed from: that houron Satan began to take Simon 

’ Peterin tow, and it. was not long’ before he was sifting ae 


. him as wheat. 
a And so Peter is 5 brought: once more to the ¢ Cross. But 
now it is with his Master’s consummation, the Cross 
and the empty tomb, before him. Yes, his was to be a. 
literal crucifixion. It is not likely that any of us will - 
- have to, go that way. But the ethical and spiritual way 
of the Cross must be our daily lot as Christians. For it 


~. as only-as we reckon ourselves dead unto sin and alive 


unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord, that we enter 
into alife of victory. It is only as we are identified with 
‘Christ. i in death that. the old self-life on which Satan 
works; is removed and we are therefore set free. It is. 
only: as the ‘radium of the Cross’’ is applied. by the 
power of the Holy Spirit to our Alesh that we are 
liberated from the old life and’ enabled to walk in the 


... Spirit, bearing the precious. fruit of which we read in 
_. Galatians five. The rivers of living water which Jesus. 
os promised would flow from the hearts of those who 
~~ believed in Him, will be hindered and will find no open 
channel through which to flow: until the dykes of the 


~~ natural pride and self-life have been blasted aay by 

the: power of the Cross. _ : 

uoey The centrality of the Cross in ‘John’s dospel-i is, after. 
: calf, only a reflection ofa yet greater fact;. namely, the 


centrality of the:Cross in the Bible itself, All the great. . 


\ highways of Biblical truth’ from Genesis to Revelation - 
dead t to Galrary. God ee us not to make the mistake * 
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Peter made’ when he: avoided. the. Cross. Let 3 us ‘sand 
-. where. Paul stood: when. he. said, “T am ‘crucified: with | 
; Christ; ‘nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
~. in ‘me, and the life which I now live inthe flesh; T live’. 
_ by the faith of the Son of God, ‘who loved me, and sae 
suas for me.” ae 


